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The LONG ISLAND AUTO REPLICA SOCIETY (L.I.A.R.S.) Model Car Briefs is dedicated
to bringing you the best and most up to date information about o ur great hobby of
model buildin  g.

Wereinour3 3rd year as a Cl ub; |l et 6s hope we all st ay-

19 crisis  and that we can all attain some measure of prosperity. Then perhaps we can
build a new Club display in memory of Rich Argu se

LIARS Web Page http://www.liarsmodelcarbuilders.com/

LIARS Facebook pa  ge https://www.facebook.com/people/LIARS -Long -Island -Auto -

Replica -Society -Model -Car -Club/100057442748403/

MCB Contributors: Rich ard Manri, Domi ni ck @ Mi ¢k e yTimBérasawa c & Chuck Vranas  (for Hot Rod
Magazine),  Ernie Finamore, Bill Murray/Doc. V

Fromour LIARS Unofficial Official look for it on YouTube and on Spotify.
Give them your support and likes, they
| would like to thank all of the are supporting our club with mentions
returning members who paid their of the show in November.
dues in January. |1tos wonkodeast apd | foek fagwargl to each
such support of the club. At the new episode  every other week.
January MTG we went over a few of
the clubés financi al resp

the upcoming year. Officers of the club The Scale Model Car Podcast
have been set up for IPMS insurance. / 0 BG, Chuck, I'uka'and Jason

At the upcoming meeting in February |
hope iron out all of the other club
management items.

| have also been worki ng on a replica

If you are into podc asts, t hereds oneg

. ) - |
called i The Scal e Mo d el Car of rByoSHpgrg"g Ee%llca tribute!

Please remember the neealyd bring can goods to the monthly meetings



http://www.liarsmodelcarbuilders.com/
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Back in December, | purchased A 1970
Plymouth Road Runner converted into

a Superbird. I 6d | ove t
driving it around like crazy, bu t the

day after Christmas, | was diagnosed

with Covid! That lasted about a week

or so and then | got an upper

respiratory infection. Suffice it to say

| 6ve been down Right now ut !
t hings are finally starting to slow down

for me at work a bit, and | wa s able to
take my car out for anot
lot of fun! I get many thumbs up and

shouts out the window!

Not much new Model Car related, | did
get a Hobby Lobby gift card for
Chri st mas! And |1 6m | ooki
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the Dodge Demon kit whenever that good people, be active, happy and make
hits the shelves. remainder of 202 4 great. Richie.
| under stand geetdd Isnob e Some Words from the Editor At Large
and freezing temps that may make
driv ing difficult, but | 1 ook forward to Greetings everybody, | apologize for
seeing everybody, hopefully for longer the MCB being late, my absence in
this month . discussions and plans . It ds been | |
very busy with life, workload and all. I
Thatdos all for now, see Wi uyworkingl o@t the hMCB, got
next meeting. | f youwouhayv eSstbmissigngfrom people, then had to
dues yet’ p|ease remember to bring rework a few thlngs because of Frlday
payment. | am guilty of the same LOL! night additions from a few folks. Then
on Saturday Microso ft ended up being
If you have an idea or suggestion to weird with some Office update and the
make, please inform our committee Word file got corrupted. Had to redo
during meetings or contact our board almost all of it, but luckily I kept the
members via their phones and/or emails and pics on my Al to quickly
emails. If there are any issue s at catch up to where | was.
me etings or regarding other club
matters, please inform us and we will MCC theme and subthemes have
handle them to the best of our extent . been  announced and set. The
com mittee will be discussing on what
Also, please try to bring a canned to do for flyers/advertising, arranging
good to donate for the c¥Rdorsrand \adlgsy eplanning out
all been guilty for  being sporadic about payment insurance and things with the
this, but think about those who are Freeport Rec Center ect. We should
much less fortunate than us. have our printed flyer ready to
distribute at the IMPS show in
Your unofficial official, Freeport Marc h 23 ™, or by no later

than April for shows like NNL East.

Dominick o0McMonteo Gerace,
Speaking of Noreastcon, details and

date for that one
https://ipmsusa.org/event/noreastco
Relax... i

\ n-52

& and enjoy this month’s

"7 newsletter.
Event Date:
March 23, 2024 - 9:00am to 5:00pm EDT
Location
Name:

- Freeport Recreation Center
m Event Address:

130 E. Merrick Road

FreeportNY 11520

Remember those folks who made a difference United States
in your life in 202 3 (good or bad) and use the
lessons learned to be a better you. Life is made
up of people, events and decisions. 202 4 isa
time to start fresh. So surround yourself with


https://ipmsusa.org/event/noreastcon-52
https://ipmsusa.org/event/noreastcon-52
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Yours truly missed the | astThanésiml d23,he main bi
but may actually attend Sedelausll Yhuradaytlse 1  5th, weather
Noreastcon work schedule provided. permitting that is!
As for NNL Esustmany bf@un For those who havenot recei v
guys got the flyer or checked their recent MCB s or wish to view past ones,
website, but for a reminder the y can download them here
https://www.liarsmodelcarbuilders.com/
newsletters

If you have a suggestion, an idea, or
article submission you would like to
bring up in the newsletter, please
inform Richard ARichie R
his email or at mtgs.

Keep in mind that article
submissions close on the 2nd Friday of
the month, so that MCB delivery can
*251n ANNIVERSARY OF NNL EAST 13 take pIaCe the Saturday Or Sunday
S L T priorto the MTGs.

Or Email: nnleast@aol.com

MARK YOUR CALENDAR Now!

€y

) of the 49 MERC

If you forward any articles written

This mont hds titledeDogble i s by other sources, the original writer
Vision , as discussed in Jan. Basic will be credited. Any submissi ons
premise is  two of the same cars by the and/or input are a valued treasure.
same builder , one done one way eg
stock/boxart or whatever, the other
done differently wild custom alt Tokyo Model Show announcements
version or whatever . It would be wise and sales
to have the two displayed next
together with the builders name as to Auto World Store
not confuse which is which when Tamiya Model Kits

people take them off the table.
We are proud to bring the legendary

| understand many of you h ave been Japanese craftsmanship of Tamiya
busy with life things as |, but we our Plastic Car Models right to your
members to provide content weather workshop.
write ups sent to yours truly or neat Start Building Now
articles and written stuff for me to New Products Now Available
include for the MCB. | 6ve had a f elmage of Atlantis Ed Roth Rat Fink
more people provide me content this Model Kit
month, lots of it actually . But Atlantis Ed Roth Rat Fink Model Kit
otherwise I canodt do everythin$lo9®l one
so anything from you all will help. Shop now

Image of AMT 1966 Dodge L700
Truck wi/Flatbed Racing Trailer 1:25
Scale Model Kit
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AMT 1966 Dodge L700 Truck S‘“ 7 e ——— vt ———— \ﬁ
w/Flatbed Racing Trailer 1:25 Scale UL%%%%:I?IT]IS 7
Model Kit D
$48.99
Shop now 15,000 SHOW AR

Image of AMT 1963 Ford Mustang Il
Concept Car 1:25 Scale Model Kit

AMT 1963 Ford Mustang Il Concept
Car 1:25 Scale Model Kit

$31.99

Shop now

Image of Auto World 1979 Dodge
Utiline Pickup L'il Red Truck 1:18 Scale

N

Diecast Car Trivia 1 24 24 Uncertain T

Auto World 1979 Dodge Utiline I : . :
Pickup Lil Red Truck 1?18 Scale An Award-Winning California Custom Hidden
Diecast for Decades Comes to Light

$104.99 In less than 24 hours Steve Scott's Uncertairhas

Shop now

appeared in HOT ROD, Car &river, as well as,
other car related magazines, along with Spotlight
Hobbies Message Board (Model Cars)!

Image of American Muscle 1966
Chevrolet Chevelle SS396 1:18 Scale
Diecast

American Muscle 1966 Chevrolet

_ Each release stresses different spins, along with
Chevelle SS396 1:18 Scale Diecast

variations of picture/content quality. | captured a

$104.99 sampling for you to assess
Shop now PIngIory '
Back in -stoc k Would enjoy hearingrom you as to your

Image of AMT Green Hornet Black
Beauty 1:25 Scale Model Kit

AMT Green Hornet Black Beauty
1:25 Scale Model Kit

$35.99 THE UNCERTAIN-T
Shop now
RESURFACES

assessment éSounds | i ke a
monthly car & model car article.

BUILD SUSGESTION OF THE
MONTH FROM YOUR AUTHOR

If one has an original, the just as

rare resin repop, or spare excess cash, This week's Photo of the Week is
this hot rodded rarity ties in to the extraordinary, transcending beyond our
article below: usual showcase. What you're seeing is not

just an image but a pivotal moment in hot-
rodding history. It is a screenshot heralding
the re-emergence of "The Uncertain-T," one
of the lost holy grails of hot rodding.
Announced by Dave Shuten on January 23,
2024, "The Uncertain-T" has been the stuff
of legends, a masterpiece that vanished,
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leaving enthusiasts and historians longing
for its return. With this image, we are not just
revisiting a classic 8 we are witnessing the
resurrection of an icon. Its rediscovery is a
beacon for the community, reigniting the
passion and reverence for hot rod and
custom car culture's storied past. Click here
for the full story and more photos on
Kustomrama, and find out how you can be

part of its big comeback debut.

Steve Scot t-T s

Unlike many show rods of the 1960s, "The
Uncertain-T" was a fully functioning hot rod.
Steve learned to weld aluminum so he could
make a short boxed aluminum frame. The
frame also provided extra cooling via an electric
water pump that circulated coolant from the
radiator through the frame. The engine was

“The Uncertain-T" is a show rod built by Steve a Hilborn fuel-injected 1957 Buick "Nailhead"
Scott of Reseda, California. The idea for the T engine that hee had bored and stroked to 384
was born mid-March of 1960. Steve was 17 cubic inches. Copyright Steve Scott.

years old at the time, and it began with a
cartoon that a classmate in his advanced
physics class drew. It was an abstract
characterization of a tipped over Model T, done
in a ¥ front view. "When he showed it to a few
of us, one of the guys said something like,
"Wow! What a wild hot rod! It's too bad you
can't build something like that." Steve replied, "If
you can think of something, you can create it."
As he was saying that, he knew that he had to
build something like it to prove his point to
himself! "After all, it was an advanced physics
class," he told Sondre

Kvipt of Kustomrama in 2017. Stubborn Steve
decided to show them he was right and began
right after school that day, building a similar car
in his parent's one-car garage. Copyright Steve
Scott.
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COUNTY FARGROUNSS
FERRUART 5.4.7, 1963

4-1/2 years and $15,000 later, the radical build
finally made its debut in January of 1965.
Shortly after its debut, "The Uncertain-T" was
shown at the 1965 N.H.R.A. Winternationals
Custom Auto Fair at the Pan Pacific

Auditorium in West Los Angeles. It was featured
on the cover of the program, and it was the star
of the show, taking home the prestigious
Special Sweepstakes Award, beating George
Barris and the refurbished Ala Kart.

Next Meeti(Weather permitting) Feburary 15" @ 7:30 PM

L. A.R.S (02/15)

Ed Roth drew this famous "BORN BAD" cartoon
of Steve and "The Uncertain-T" when Steve
filed a complaint against George Barris, after
George slapped him at the 1965
Winternationals. "l used to always wear that
type of sport shirt," Steve chuckled. The rolled-
up summons paper says "Big George, Notice to
Appear.” "BORN BAD" doesn't refer to Steve...
it refers to the George.

Keeping West Coast History ALIVE! Click here
to check out our official Kustomrama West
Coast Division Supporter Merch.
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Wells and his bubble topped 1956 Lincoln.
HOT ROD MART continued . bb

Steve left the show with the Sweepstakes Hot
'_':" Rod, while Lee took home the Sweepstakes
Custom. Copyright Steve Scott.

. —— . "The Uncertain-T" was much more than a
sweepstakes show cpe., Fl spectacular show car and very cool street-

SFAL — ‘UncerfoinY',

f;"gf"'fz,’ "g;;sg_'“g?5;‘;§;f°-8$5;‘“v;';;$:;$- 212?" N, driven hot rod; it was really something to see in

Hollywood, Calif, , action! At the end of the 1965 Bakersfield Fuel

& Gas Championships at the Famoso Raceway,

In 1967, someone put "The Uncertain-T" up for right after Don Garlits won Top Fuel, Steve
sale in Hot Rod Magazine. The asking price started out slowly in front of the stands after
was $7,000. Steve never found out who placed passing the starting line... then kicked it and
that ad, but he has his suspicions. Everyone really moved out! He remembers seeing the
must have guessed that it was a prank, as he looks on people's faces, and the wild cheers as
never received any replies at all. he sped down to the finish line to give Don

Garlits a ride back to get his trophy.
Copyright Sherm Porter.

Another photo of "The Uncertain-T" at
the 1965 Bakersfield Fuel & Gas

Steve's brother John helping Steve get the "The Championships at Famoso Raceway. Steve
Uncertain-T" ready for the 1965 Oakland recalled that Don Garloits enjoyed riding around
Roadster Show. They trailered up the San the parking lot and pits so much, that he wanted

Fernando Valley to the show together with Lee
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to keep driving around instead of getting his
trophy. Copyright Sherm Porter.

"The Uncertain-T" drawing a crowd at
the Famoso Raceway.

At the end of 1965 Steve sent "The Uncertain-
T" on a national tour with his very good

friend, Dave Pedegana. On the show-circuit,
Steve was able to pull down from $400 to
$1000 per appearance. It was a crowd-pleaser,
and it made headlines everywhere it went.

"The Uncertain-T" at an indoor car show.


https://kustomrama.com/w/index.php?title=Sherm_Porter&action=edit&redlink=1
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Famoso_Raceway
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/1965
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NATIONAL "BIG 60" DRAGS AT INDY  coete apecoge o

everything Monogram needed to make the
tooling and the packaging for the kit. He
arranged the photoshoot, set up the shots,
and Dave Pedegana took the photos for Steve.

After the kit was released, Monogram started
focusing on muscle cars, and the kit was
discontinued way too soon. A complete kit sold
between the $350 to $500 range in 2017.

In 1965 Steve landed a dream job at Car Craft
Magazine. The November 1965 issue of Car
Craft introduced Steve as their brand new
Associate Editor. The cover of the magazine
featured a cutaway illustration of "The
Uncertain-T." Inside it ran a 3-page feature
story and a mini-feature on how to scratch build
a model of the car.

WEAEL OF W OGS W

v
STEVE SCOTT'S
UNCERTAIN T

T ZED 1/24 MODEL
Sir‘«l FROM THE
F AWARD WINNING

=Y M. =

A B P TS T T DT e T @ N ViNE Y N

The Monogram model kit of "The Uncertain-T"
was released in 1966. Steve was paid to put
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An ad for
from B 0 y 60 smabaziegeSeptember 1966.

HOT ROD FESTIVAL

DE MEST SENSATIONELLA
TEKNISKT FULLANDADE BILAR OCH MOTORCYKLAR
1 VILDA LACKERINGAR SOM VISATS | EUROPA

OPPET 10-22

GRATIS
FILMFOREVISNING
SERVERING

BP BILPARK MASTHUGGET

STOCKS BILCENTER (VID MASTHUGGSTORGET)

BP) GOTEBORG @

In 1966 the posters for the Hot Rod

Festival shows in Sweden featured artwork
inspired by "The Uncertain-T." This poster was
made to promote the 1966 Masthugget Hot Rod

-POOLIOSCaN-

nITrme momdedrr tkd it n

Festival at BP Bilpark
Masthugget in Gothenburg, Sweden.

L. A.R.S (02/15)

£

In the mid 1960s Tom Davison worked with
customizer and show promoter Ray Farhner.
Tom saw AThea oUmderittai f i
in Los Angeles. He told Ray about the wicked

car, and Ray ended up leasing it for a year as a
feature for his shows. Tom picked up the car
and trailer at Steveods
to Kansas City. This photos was taken as they
unloaded it for Ray to see for the first time.
Tombébs tow car wa%s/ hi s b
Impala mild custom. Photo from The Tom

Davison Photo Collection.

DO

~e



https://kustomrama.com/w/index.php?title=Boy%E2%80%99s_Life&action=edit&redlink=1
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/1966
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/1966
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Hot_Rod_Festival
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Hot_Rod_Festival
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Sweden
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/1966_Masthugget_Hot_Rod_Festival
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/1966_Masthugget_Hot_Rod_Festival
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/BP_Bilpark_Masthugget
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/BP_Bilpark_Masthugget
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Gothenburg
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Sweden
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/1960s
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Tom_Davison
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Ray_Farhner
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Los_Angeles
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Kansas_City
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Ray_Farhner%27s_1963_Chevrolet
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Ray_Farhner%27s_1963_Chevrolet
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/The_Tom_Davison_Photo_Collection
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/The_Tom_Davison_Photo_Collection
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/File:Uncertain-t-monongram-kit2.jpg
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Hot_Rod_Festival_Masthugget_1966
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/File:Tom-davison-1967-chevrolet.jpg
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/File:Steve-scott-uncertain-t15.jpg

Pg13 Issue # 391 Next Meeti(Weather permitting) Feburary 15" @ 7:30 PM L.ILA.R.S (02/15)

Summers were usually very hot in the San
Fernando Valley, and after showing the car for
a couple of years, the intense sun and heat
made the paint in a small area on the back raise
slightly. In an attempt to get show promoters to
continue paying him for showing the car, Steve
repainted it candy lime greenish-gold, hoping to
revive it with the changes. He also replaced the
mag wheels and slicks in the rear with a set of
wide Indy tires. He initially wanted the wide Indy
tires, but he wasn't able to get them, and he
really had to do some talking to get them for a
non-Indy car.

A later version of the car featuring Indy-race car
tires in the rear.

A photo of "The Uncertain-T" from the
book Fast, Faster, Fastest.
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Martin and Marion Bennett's Uncertaii

Recreatiorof CambridggNew ZealandBennett was
inspired to recreate the vehicle after he put together a
model car kit of the original Scott show car.
Completed ir2019, the car made its debut at h@19
SEMA Shown Las VegasThe car was built in secret,
and photo®f it started popping up on Facebook
November 42019 the day before it's big
debut.Sondre Kvipof Kustomrameaasked original
designer and buildegieve Scoitabout the newcomer,
and he told us he was elatedetause it's a gorgeous,
very well made tribute cdrPhoto courtesy

of Autorama- World of Wheels Cavalcade of
Customs

. daveshuten and

4 Followin:
*  beauboeckmann g aciab T

Qv

451,454 likes

On January 232024, the hot rocand custom car
community was electrified with the announcement by

Next Meeti(Weather permitting) Feburary 15" @ 7:30 PM

L. A.R.S (02/15)

renowned custom car builder and rest@rerve
Shutenthat the legendary "The Uncertali had been
found and that ihow was part of th&alpin Auto
SportsCollection. Lost for decades, this iconic show
car resurfaced, much to the delight of enthusiasts and
historians alikeShuten's Instagram posévealed the
excitement surrounding this discovery, sharing that the
UncertairT would make its muclnticipated
appearance at tl#924 Grand National Roadster
Showand theDetroit Autorama This news marked a
monumental moment, not only for Shuten and

the Galpin Collectiotut for the entire hot rod and

custom car culture. Photo courtesyafve Shuten
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What started as a cartoon of a wild hot rod, and a
teenage dream inL960 went on to become one of
the most famous, and mysterious show rods of all
time. When "The Uncertain-T" first hit the show
circuit in 1965 Car Craft Magazindescribed it as
" A real bent out of shape show stoppeBteve's
abstract characterization of a Model T had a short
and very influential career. "The Uncertain-T" won
the Sweepstakes Hot Rod Award from
under George Barrisnose. It went on to become
a Monogram model kit, tour nationally, win
Sweepstakes in every show Steve entered it, and
receive a lot of magazine ink. In theL970s both
Steve and his radical hot rod suddenly disappeared
from the face of the earth. Only a éw selected
people have seen them since, and numerous rumors
about the destiny of Steve and his famous show car
have surfaced over the years. For more than 40
years, "The Uncertain-T" was considered lost, and
Steve was presumed dead. That was until he made
reappearance onFacebookon November 42012
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Steve grew upn Resedaa suburb in th&an Fernando
Valleyin Los AngelesCalifornia. He was an avid
subscriber of hot rodding magazines, and he had very
definite ideas abowvhat features he liked and didn't
like. "Every time | saw something that didn't appeal to
me, | redesigned it in my mind the way that | thought it
should be and could be, to look much béttee,

told Sondre Kviptof Kustomraman 2017 The idea

for "The Uncertaial" was born mieMarch of196Q

Steve was 17 years old at the time, and it began with ¢
cartoon that a classmate in his advanced physics clas:
drew. It was an abstract characterization of a tipped
over Model T, done in a % front viewVhen he

showed it to a few of us, one of the guys said somethir
like, "Wow! What a wild hot rod! It's too bad you can't
build something like that." | then said something like,
"If you can think of something, you can create it." As |
was saying that, | knew thahad to build something

like it to prove my point to myself! After all, it was an
advanced physics classdtubborn Steve decided to
show them he was right and began right after school
that day, building a similar car in his parent's-cae
garage’!

Inspired by a Cartoon

"I went directly home after school with my vision of the
hot rod that the cartoon had inspired me to visudlize.
Steve started measuring and diraguvt to scale on the
wall of their small, narrow, detached garage, trying to
figure out what it would take actually to build
something like it. I'didn't try to make it exactly like

the cartoon because some things were just too
cartoonish, but the inspation was there, and |

actually visualized what it should look like right then.
My mom kept coming out and telling me how late it
was getting. She gave up at about Midnight. At about -
or 5a.m., | knew that | could build it! | was so excited
and also scaxd at the same time because | knew that |
would have to invent and create things to make it
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work! Even so, | was determined... no... | felt
"destined" to build my visiohSteve recalled in
2017

More Than Just a Hot Rod

Five years later, after completing the build, Steve
admitted toCar Craft Magazinthat he didn't realize

what he was getting himself into 1960 "Almost all

of the components had to be built just for applications
on "The Uncertaifl." He had a deep feeling about

true hot rodding and insisted on dgiall of the work

by himself. This led to learning many new skills, and a
lot of setbacks when he didn't do something right the
first time. Steve spent a lot of time measuring real parts

and drawing them to exact size on the drywall in the
small family gaage. One of his top priorities was to
keep everything as clean and minimal as possible.
Everything had to work together. To Steve, it was
more than just a hot rod; it was also a sculptwge,it’
all had to be balanced in size, shape, position, color,

etc"

FiberglasBody

The very distinct body was made outiibrglass a
material not commonly used in the hot rod world yet.
Steve mocked up the chassis before he began
constructing the body. This had to be done in order to
decide all the measements, angles of the body, and
so on. He used a conduit bender to shape electrical
conduit and brazed the pieces together to form a
skeleton for the plug. An actual Model T cowl was
used as a starting point for the plug. Steve spread
polyester resin ovdiberglass cloth and matte
barehanded, as he didn't like the lack of sensitivity
from using gloves. Thin throvaway gloves were
useless, as they kept sticking to the resin and pulling
off. When he was done for the day, a lot of paper
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towels and a pan of atone were waiting. He knew

this wasn't good, but he didn't plan to do it as a living,
so it didn't matter to him. Steve fabricated a huge wind
up-key and installed it as a back bumper. A classic hot
rod look was then achieved by installing staéi1
FordModel T headlights, radiator shell, and
Motometer-"

"The UncertaiaT"

Steve was having troldocoming up with a good name
for the inprogress build, so he put a sign on the wall of
the big extension that he had built onto the back of the
little family garage so he could build the car. On the
sign, he offered $50 to whoever came up with a name
tha he used.It had to be sometime in the 3rd year of
construction because after | had written

to Revell Monogramand a few otherRevellsent a

very nice young product developnt guy out to see

the progress every couple of months or so. | can't
remember if he came up with his suggestion when he
first saw the sign, or after thinking about it and told me
on a subsequent visit. | can't remember for sure if he
said, "Certain T," of'Most Certain T," but | do
remember that | instantly turned it into "The
UncertainT"! | told him that since he came up with

half of the name, he deserved half of the prize. He
agreed, and | paid him $25 right then. That young
product development guy wtee famous car model
innovator,Jim Keelel" Steve had
contactedvionogramandRevellwhile building the

car. They were both very interested, but Steve decidec
to make a deal witilonogrambecause they promised
that "The UncertakT" would also be produced as a
largerscale kit later on. They also promised that they
would return all his materials and that he could buy the
molds if they stopped producing the modelKit.

A Fully Functioning Show Rod
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Unlike manyshow rod<of the 1960s "The Uncertain

T" was a fully functioning hot rod. Steve learned to
weld aluminum, so he could make a short boxed
aluminum frame. The frame also provided extra
cooling via an electric watgrump that circulated

coolant from the radiator through the aluminum frame.
Steve custom made a torsion bar that went through the
frame just behind the front crossbar and under the
radiator. The dropped tube axle was 8" narrower than
early Ford axles. Therét version of the car featured

16" motorcycle wire wheels with dragster hubs
upfront, and mags and slicks in the rear. The steering
assembly was a completelydesigned rack and

pinion unit from a 1960 M.G.A. roadster, and Steve
still remembers the exeiment he felt when he first
discovered rack and pinion steering on a foreign car at
a junkyard; They were so simple and straightforward,
and | knew that when | found the right one, that | could
modify it to do just what | needed. The day that | found
theright solution, | couldn't stop grinning*

Fuetinjected Nailhead

Power came from a fuéhjected1957
Buick "Nailhead engine that Steve had bored and

stroked to 384 cubic inched.Knew that | wanted to
have a Nailhead' Buick engine so that it would be
distinctive, and wouldn't be big and bulky and
overpower the design of the bddyhe rear end was
aHalibrandmagnesiunQuick ChangeSteve built a
custom coupler that joined the quick change rear end
directly to the rear of 4955 Pontiatydro, with only

a U-joint between1960 Buickfinned aluminum front
brake drums, antl959 Buickrear backing plates were
re-drilled to mate with the Ford truck bolt patterns for
the rear brakes. According to thevember 1964ssue
of Car Craft Magazinegfront brakes were not
considered necessary with stopping power like that.
The front motor mounts th&teve fabricated bolted
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solidly to the front of the engine with hard rubber pads
below and above. When Steve was ready to start the
engine for the first time and do the first test drive, he
sent theHilborn fuel injection system to them to flow
test and calibratel told them everything about the
engine and how | would be using the "The Uncertain
T." When | got it back | doublehecked everything,

then turned the key, it fired up immediatdtydlways
started right away and always performed flawlessly,
Steve recalled!

McNulty and Cushenbery

During the build, the only twthings Steve believed
shoud be left to the experts were the paint and
upholstery. As things neared completion, he took the
body toBob McNulty, a bodyman irCastro

Valley known for his work orCorvettesto get it ready
for paint. Steve trailered the "Uncertalti fiberglass
body all the way fronResedaup to Bob's shop

in Castro Valley where he did the excellent final
finishing. Coincidentally, Steve's sister and her family
lived there at the time. One week and $500 later, it wa;
as smooth as glass. Then it was off to paitér
Cushenber. "I first hadBill Cushenbenpaint it at the
recommendation of several people, and by his
reputation. When he came to pick up the body, he
asked me what color | wantedlistill hadn't decided!

He said to leave it up to hitflWhen Cushenbery
brought the car back several days later, it was a dark,
bluish candy apple red. Steve didn't like it at dtl. "

had vertical sections that started at the top of the back

corners and wnt down to the bottom of the back, with
a thin line, then a thick line around it. To the best of
my recollection, the color or colors inside these panels
were darker and lighter gradient blends. Whatever it
was, | really didn't like it at all. Don't getenwrong...

It was a spectacul ar pai
thing. To me... it was hideotis!


https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Show_rods
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/1960s
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Steve_Scott%27s_Uncertain-T#cite_note-ss-1
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/1957_Buick
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/1957_Buick
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Nailhead
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Nailhead
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Halibrand
https://kustomrama.com/w/index.php?title=Quick_Change&action=edit&redlink=1
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/1955_Pontiac
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/1960_Buick
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/1959_Buick
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Car_Craft_November_1965
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Car_Craft_Magazine
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Hilborn
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Steve_Scott%27s_Uncertain-T#cite_note-ss-1
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Bob_McNulty
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Castro_Valley
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Castro_Valley
https://kustomrama.com/w/index.php?title=Corvettes&action=edit&redlink=1
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Reseda
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Castro_Valley
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Bill_Cushenbery
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Bill_Cushenbery
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Bill_Cushenbery
https://kustomrama.com/wiki/Steve_Scott%27s_Uncertain-T#cite_note-ss-1

Pg18 Issue # 391

The Junior ConwayPaint Job

Steve immediately started calling around, and this time
the unanimous favorite wasinior Conway"Junior

came out the same day and tob&way to repaint it.
When he saw the body, his face lit up. He said that he
had a gorgeous new color that will be just right for it.
This time, | asked him to describe it to me. | really
liked what he had to say. They took it away and
brought it back in bout a week. It was love at first
sight! It was the Metalflake tangerine orange that it
was in every car show, with like 30 coats of clear... it
looked like you could reach into'itdunior's gorgeous
paint job took home several "Best Paint" awards for
Steve !

Upholstery byLee Wells

Lee Wellsfit the car withdiamondtufted bucket seats
and headliner in hislorth Hollywood, Californiashop.
It had a flowing, norsymmetrical dashboard filled
with switches andtewartWarnerinstruments. The

chromeplated steering column and steering wheel
came from @921 FordModel T. The brake pedal
worked al961 Fia@mluminum master cylindét.

The January 0£965Debut

4-1/2 years and $15,000 laténe radical build finally
made its debut in January of 1965. Steve's family was
poor, and as his father died soon after the build was
started, so Steve had to drop out of college and work
many different jobs in order to finance the bid.

Born Bad

"The UncertainT" was the star of
the Winternationalsshow. It was featured on the cover
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of the souvenir program and it took home the
prestigious Special Sweepstakes Award. At the end of
the showGeorge Barrislapped Steve, arfsteve took
George to court. When Steve filed the complaint
against Georgé;d Rothdrew the famous "BORN

BAD" cartoon of Steve in "The Uncertain”

According to Steve, the reason for the fcontation

was that George had rebuilt the well knowa Kart,
promising the owner that they would win the show.
George asserted that Steve had “kissed" the judges

to win, and decidetb give him a slap. At least seven
L.A. Policemen and eightar show officials and

workers witnessed the situation. Steve was awarded a
permanent restraining order against George, that if he
came within 100 feet of Steve, he would go to fail!

The Prank

Someone put "The Uncertair' up for sale in theMot
Rod Mart classified section of théuly 1967issueHot
Rod MagazineThe asking price was $7,000. Steve
never found out who placed that ad, but he has some
suspicions. Everyone must have guessed that it was a
prank, as he never received any iepht all"

Days of Glory

Steve won Sweepstakes in every show that he enterec
"The UncertainT." After the Winternationalshe

entered it in thé. 965 Oakland Roadster Shpmow
known as thésrand National Roadster Shpand
theN.H.R.A. National Custom Auto

Fairin Indianapolis The car was also driven on the
street, and according to Steve, even with the big roof
and very short wheelbase, it rode fine. Steve
remembers that there wasn't any turbulence in the cab
at all, even up to around 70 mph. The front of the car
pushed the aiaround it, so it didn't catch the cab at all,
and the slant of the top helped push it down. Even so,
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and considering the weight of the engine, Steve was
always concerned that when someone passed him, the
change in wind direction might catch it wrong dinal

it over, so he only drove it on a highway a couple of
times™*!

TheDon GarlitsTrophy Run

"The UncertaiAT" was much more than a spectacular
show car and very cool stredtiven hot rod; it was
really something to see in action! At the end of
the1965 Bakersfield Fuel & Gas Championshaps
theFamoso Racewayight afterDon Garlitswon Top
Fuel, Steve started out slowly in front of the s&nd
after passing the starting line... then kicked it and
really moved out! He remembers seeing the looks on
people's faces, and the wild cheers as he sped down to
the finish line to givdbon Garlitsa ride back to get his
trophy. However, Don enjoyed riding around the
parking lot and pits so much, that he wanted to keep
driving around instead of getting his trophy. After that,
Steve sent "The Uncertai” on a national tour with

his very good friendpave Pedeganavho managed it
for him. On the showeircuit, Steve was able to pull
down from $400 to $100per appearance.

Steve Lands a Job @ar Craft Magazine

Steve was a verglented photographer and writer, and
in 1965he landed a dream job as the Associate Editor
of Car Craft Magame. Previous to getting the job, he
had been freelancing, selling photos and stories to
various automotive magazines for a few years. One
day when he showed his latest storieBittk Day, the
publisher ofCar Craf Dick said that he was nobing

to buy any more stories from Steve. It would be wrong
for him to buy outside material from an employee, and
he asked Steve how much they would have to pay him
in order to get him as their new Associate Editor. Steve
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had always been a freelancer, sdahimight about it for
a minute before he said what he thought would be a
good salary. Dick told himNot a chance. Nobody is
going to work for me for that littfe and he then
doubled the salary. THeovember 1964ssue ofCar
Craftintroduced young Steve as the Associate Editor.
The cover of the magazine featured a cutaway
illustration of "The UncertaiAT" by William Moore.
Inside it ran a $age featured story and a mfeature
on how to scratch build a modsfithe car!

TheMonogramDeal

In 1966 Monogramfinally released their 1/24 scale
model kit of "The UncertanT." Darryl Starbirdhad
been Mongram's previous celebrity consultant prior to
the release of "The Uncertail kit. Steve was paid to
put together a package of
everythingvionogramneeded to make the tooling and
the packaing for the kit. He arranged the photoshoot,
set up the shots, anthve Pedegarteok the photos

for Steve. Steve then and paid a draftsman to measure
everything and make@mplete set of blueprints.
Steve had made an agreement that he could buy the
tooling if they ever stopped producing the Kkit.
Meanwhile,Monogramsold out toDetroit, and as they
started focusing on muscle cars, the kit was
discontinued way too soorl.received one good
royalty check, then royalties quickly plummeted.
Monogram never returned my blueprints or photos,
and told ne that the molds they promised | could buy
were destroyed. This was aroubd/2ish." Back

in 2017, a complete kit sold in the $350 to $60
range’)

Ray Farhneteases it for a Year

In the mid1960s airbrush artist om Davisorworked
with Kansas Citycustomizer and show praterRay
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FahrnerIn 1965Tom had a booth at

the Winternationals Car Shoim thePan Pacific
Auditorium, selling his airbrushed-3hirts.

In 2017Tom toldSondre Kvipthat the car was
revolutionary at that timejt'was the hit of the show.
Steve was only a year or two older than me, so yes, it
was a vey amazing accomplishment. There were only
two other car builders at that level irb65.. Ed
RothandDan WoodE' Tom toldRay Farhneabout

the car, and he ended up leasing it for a year as a
feature for his show. 6967 Tom picked up the car
and trailer at Steve's apartment and towed it to
Farhner's shop iKansas City*!

Drafted

Steve worked foCar Craftfor about six months until

he was drafted. He was on a waiting list for going into
the Coast GuarReserve. After six months of active
duty, there weren't any positions available with Car
Craft, so he began to work for tRetersenlistribution
department, learning a lot about the magazine
industry

Repainted Candy Lime Gold

Summers were usually very hot in then Fernando
Valley, and after showing the car for a couple of years,
the intense sun and heat made the paint in a small area
on the back raise slightly. In an attempget show
promoters to continue paying him for showing the car,
Steve repainted it candy lime greengbld, hoping to
revive it with the changes. He also replaced the mag
wheels and slicks in the rear with a set of wide Indy
tires. He initially wanted #wide Indy tires, but he
wasn't able to get them, and he really had to do some
talking to get them for a neimdy car. After changing

it, Steve let a friend borrow it so he could display it in
front of his little speed shop irian Nuys California!

Next Meeti(Weather permitting) Feburary 15" @ 7:30 PM
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Life Takes a Turn

Sometime pund1967, Steve and "The Uncertairi'
disappeared from the spotligh©fie day driving home
from my job aPetersen Publishing Compagry
suddenly, and very noticeably, totally lost all interest
in anything to do with the automotive world. It just
happened. It was like the channel on a TV just change
while | was watching a program that up drkiat
moment was everything | had lived for, and | was left
with a total understanding of what had happened, and
why, and no desire whatsoever to try to change the
channel back. | knew that even if | had tried to change
the channel back, the program wonllcbe there. |

gave notice the next day that | was quitting, and from
that moment on, | just simply went about my life with
very different interests and foctis.

Lost! What Happened to "The Uncertaiti?

In the earlyl980s a friend of Steve acquired the car
under very questionable and suspicious circumstances
He was supposed to restore the car, maricial
problems have kept the project on the backburner.

In 2017, when Sondre asked Steve about the current
whereabouts of the car, he was very secretive about it
but he told him that it was iriarage at his friend's
vineyard inNorthern California”l still love "The
UncertainT"! | poured my heart and soul and sweat
and tears into creating it. Every littlait of it. All by
myselfl More than sharing the "T" with hot rod
enthusiasts, and old goats like me who remember wha
it did to and for them the first time around, | deeply
want to take it to shows and other events again to do
the same thing that | did tHist time. To watch for

that "look" in the eyes of young visitors, and spend
time sincerely talking to them, and imparting with them
the principles that drove me while creating it... that if
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you can dream of something, you can create it! To
believe thahothing is impossible! If something is
worth doing, it's worth doing right!

Preparing For a Comeback

Steve had a short but intense automotive career. In
addition to a Cadillagpowered1940 FordDeluxe 2
door sedan, "The Uncertaiif' was the only hot rod he
built. In 2020 he was still living itHawali, but as soon
as he could afford to move back to the mainland, he
was planning to attend shows without the T, to meet
everyone, and sell-$hirts, fhotos and other
merchandise that can help him get "The Unceffdin
back and restore it. If he couldn't get the original back
from his "friend," he wanted to build an even better,
updated "UncertaiT"!™"

If you would like to support Steve's cause, you can
order autographed photosshirts, and other
"UncertainT" memorabilia from him through his
website atvww.SteveScottsUncertainT.corviou can
also send Steve a Friend RequesEaoebookHe

won't tell you where "Thé&ncertainT" is hidden

away, but he will keep you up to date on his misSion.

The Resurgence of a Legend: "The Uncefiin
Emerges

On January 23,024 the hot rod and custom car
community was electrified with the announcement by
renowned custom car builder and restarerve
Shuterthat the legendary "The Uncertaii had been
found and that it now was part of tielpin Auto
SportsCollection. Lost for decades, this iconic show
car resurfaced, mucb the delight of enthusiasts and
historians alikeShuten's Instagram pagvealed the
excitement surrounding this discovery, sharing that the
UncertainT would make its muclnticipated

Next Meeti(Weather permitting) Feburary 15" @ 7:30 PM

L. A.R.S (02/15)

appearance at thig)24 Grand National Roadster
Showand theDetroit AutoramaThis news marked a
monumental moment, not only for Shuten and

the Galpin Collectiorbut for the entire hot rod and
custom car culturé!

"The UncertaiaT" Tribute Builds

Martin and Marion Bennett's UncertainRecreation

Magazine Features and Appearances

Car Craft May 1965
Car Craft November 1965
Popular Hot Rodding June 1967

References

1. 9 Jumpup

2. Jumpup, Dave Shutenr Instagram

The Uncertain-T shook up the carshow scene in
1965, then it disappeared until now. You don't have
to be a hotrod historian to get a little tingle when
the door lifts on something like this.
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I'm pretty used to disappointing my buddy Dave a modelcar contract with Monogram, and eventually,
Shuten. He's always showing me some cool custom car a job as an editor &ar Craftmagazine.

memorabilia or rock star autograph only to suffer
through my looking blank and forcing him to explain
its importance. Shuten ks the custom show cars of
the '50s and '60s like | know, well, I don't think | know
anything that well. Maybe Haribo gummi candy
varieties? He works with Motors in Van Nuys,
California, on president and CEO Beau Boeckmann's
unrivaled collection of custn hot rods and movie

cars, so there's always something new anytime | visit
the shop. And usually he has to explain to me what'sso =~
cool about it. '

When Shuten lifted the garage door on Boeckmann's
latest acquisition, | didn't have to feign enthusidsm
althaugh 1 didn't fully comprehend what | was looking
at. It was the most cartoonish custom car I've ever
seen, even while sharing space with an original
Batmobile. The metalflake paint had faded from bright
gold to dull maize, the headers were rusty, and the
windshield was spiderwebbed with both cracks and
actual arachnid condos, but the shape of the thing, its
wild looming stance and exaggerated proportions made
it obvious that it was no run of the mill hot rod.

After a few years, though, Scott followed the usual life
path of the young car fanatic. He got married and he
got too busy to trundle the custonh@er America in
search of a few more trophies. The T sat in a trailer in
a side yard, and Scott eventually sold it to a friend and
moved on with his life. The friend held on to the car
but didn't show it or participate with it in any
automotive eventsna the UncertakT started to take

on a mythical importance to custerar collectors.
Where was it? Did it even still exist?

Certainly, the Uncertain-T

To create a collectioof original custom cars, one
needs to follow rumors and have patience. It's a little
bit detective, a little duck hunter. Many of the builds
that graced the covers Hbt Rodor Car Craftin the

'60s were sold, modified, raced, and eventually
scrappedThose that survived often ended up tucked
away in a barn or garage, rumored to exist, but not
seen for decades. Such is the case with the Uncertain
T.

"I'd heard all sorts of rumors as to where it might be,"
Shuten told me. "When | first moved to LA, | was
jumping fences all oveht valley based on tales
people told me of seeing this car in some backyard or
another."

BENNNIlS

The Uncertaidl build was started in the early '60s by

a teenager named Steve Scott. Inspired by a faend
drawing and hot rods like those by "TV" Tommy Ivo
and Norm Grabowski, Scott began work on the T in his
parents' garage, just a few miles away from where
Shuten's shop is now in the San Fernando Valley. Scott
was one of many young hot rodders, but hedeatre
talent for fabrication along with his imagination, and
when the UncertaiT was finished, it swept the

awards at the car shows that year. The T beat out
builds by all the established customizers like Barris,
Roth, and Winfield and earned Scott maga covers,
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Somehow Shuten didn't get arrested for trespassing,
and in late 2023, the car came to him. The owner made
contact with Boeckmann, and expressed a desire to see
the Trestored and ensconced in the collection. "It's in
rough shape, but it's all there," said Shuten as he
walked me around the fabled machine. "Which is

good, because | don't know how I'd ever track down
that Frankensteined magneto that he's got on the
engne."

Return to Du-T

The Uncertaifl is an amazing example of period ot
rodding. Massive Indygar tires jut out from a

handbuilt frame topped with a fiberglass body
extremely loosely based orfFard Model T. Up front

is a torsion bar front end, holding aBuick Nailhead
V-8 dressed in vintage Mooneyes aftermarket valve
covers. The transmission is a B&M Hydro Stickn
early manually shifted automatic built for drag racing.
Like many customs, it's worn a few different paint
jobs, from a burgundy and bluens job Scott
immediately painted over with tangerine metalflake to
the later limegold it got toward the end of its show
career. One of Shuten's favorite details, and | have to
say mine too, is the peeling back panel of the cab,
where every previous paiohoice can be seen in
layers, like a halbucked jawbreaker.

Boeckmann plans to put Uncertainback on the show
circuit in its current garagénd state, starting with the
upcoming Grand National Roadster Show. Then it will
return to Shuten's shdpr a full restoration back to its
tangerine dream original build specs. Its long years of
hiding are over. There's no uncertainty about its place
in''s collection.

Next Meeti(Weather permitting) Feburary 15" @ 7:30 PM
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View Photos of the 1965 UncertainLost and
Found Custom

See interior and exterior photosan elusive
California custom car that has resurfaced decades afte
its heyday in the 1960s.

READ THE FULL STORY

The Uncertairl build was started in the early '60s by
a teenager named Steve Scott, working in his parents'
garage. Once the Uncertalnwas finished, it swept

the awards at the car shows that year, beating out
established customizers like Barris, Rotfgl a

Winfield. Eventually, though, it faded from sight

until now. Check out interior and exterior photos of the
car.

1

After years of mysterious murmurs as to its
whereabouts, the T was found in a small side shop in
the San Fernando Valley.
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Not a barrfind exactly, but is shop find even cooler?
Note the small rear tires the owner had on to make
storing the T easier.

The T's wild stance was inspired by a teenage doodle
3 (drawing, not a dog).

It looks like a camera angle distortion, but it's real.

7

You don't have to be a hatd historian to get a little
tingle when the dor lifts on something like this.
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The T was built in afyear period by a teenage Steve

Scottin his parentgarage. Big Indy car tires were a trend in the late '60s early

8 "70s. The T's earlier rollers were slightly smaller slicks.

11

The rear tells a story of multiple paint jobs over the
years.

Steve Scott was inspired by the builds of other famous
valley hot rodders, like Tommy Ivo, who famously ran
a dragster with a windp "key" on the back as a push
bar.

12

Briefly burgundy, the Uncertaifi was most famously
metalflake orange before its final revision to yellow
metallic.
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oneof the few actual Model T parts on the car is the
radiator shell, probably off a '237 Ford.

13

Wooden plugs keep mice out of the stacks on the fuel
injected Buick V8

14

One more actual Ford part on the T.

15

Sure it's easy to make one side oftoasheaders, but
Scott had to match ‘'em on the other side.

16

Pretty good match.

17
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Young people were more flexible in the old days. Scott said driving the T attracted so much attention he
parked it just to avoid being a spectacle.

18
21

The T uses a B&M Hydro Stick, one of the first racing
automatic transmissions.

Buick nailhead engines were a popular hot rodding
20 choice in the early '60s.

23
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FERITNg

's Beau Boeckmann and Dave Shuten plan to restore
the T starting later in 2024.

24

Shuten and Boeckmann make the deal to bring the
UncertainrT out of hiding.

UncertainLdst Lbog
Rod Be Displ ayed
Nati onal Roadster

Radical, legendary custom Ford Model T
emerges after a hakcentury in mothballs.
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Now back to model car s é

BOB KREMERTr out edé
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