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Scenes from the Christmas Party

The LONG ISLAND AUTO REPLICA SOCIETY (L.I.A.R.S.) Model Car Briefs is dedicated

to bringing you the best and most up to date information about o ur great hob by of
model buildin  g.

Please remember the needy and bring can goods to the monthly meetings
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Wereinour3 3rd year as a Cl ub; |l et 6s hope we all st ay-
19 crisis and that we can all attain some measure of prosperity. Then perhaps we can
build a new Club display in memory of Rich Argu sé

LIARS Web  Page http://www.liarsmodelcarbuilders.com/

LIARS Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/people/LIARS -Long -Island -Auto -
Replica -Society -Model -Car -Club/100057442748403/

MCB Contributors: RichardMa nri, Domi ni ck oMcMonted Gerace, BPaulDragoDNIl. Vo Mur
Seagraves , Dave Wallace  (for Hemmings)

From our LIARS Unofficial Official
Happy new year everybody! Looking forward to a great new year for our club!

At the meeting, | want to take a moment to go over some important things for the
new year:

Starting this month we will be collecting membership dues
Finances and status of new treasurer will be discussed
Discuss the 2025 show plans and themes/advertisement/flyers
Appointing  officer s for IPMS insurance

| would also like to get a few events and clinics scheduled for several club
meetings this year:

A club kit build was discussed recently, and | wou Id like to go forward with that
for at least the Feb or March MTGs

Also, | 6 d Ita kriag back the fislam O contest . | think it would be entertaining for
al | as itbés been years since we did stuff |ike th.

Annual auction will be discussed and planned for September
Appoint members for clinics they wish to hold at MTGs.

| may be a littl e |late to this Thursdayds meeting. Wi t h

working 16 hour shifts seven days a week. But | 0 n
to the meeting.

Please remember the needy and bring can goods to the monthly meetings


http://www.liarsmodelcarbuilders.com/
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| would like to thank everybody who brought snacks and desserts for the
Christmas p arty! Thank you Joe for bringing utensils, cups, napkins, and such! And
thank you to the two club members who generously picked up the bill for the pizzas
and hero! It was a great time for all!

If you have any ideas for the upcoming year, please bring you r ideas to the
meeting on Thursday.

Al s o, pl ease try to bring a canned good tabbeeho mualty e
for being sporadic about this, but think about those who are  much less fortunate than
us.

| look forward to seeing everybody ther e, starting off a fresh New Year with
everyone in this great club! Seeyou all then!

Your unofficial official,

Domi nick oMcMonteo Gerace,

Relax...
\"ﬁ’ and enjoy this month’s
/7| newsletter.

Remember those folks who made a difference in your life in 202 4 (good or bad) and use the lessons
learned to  be a better you. Life is made up of people, events and decisions. 202 5 is atime to start
fresh. So surround yourself with good people, be active, happy and make remainder of 202 5 great.
Richie.

Some Words from the Editor At Large

Once again, kind of late on the MCB due to some very last minute additions . On the
ot her hand, wekéreewtyear and itobés ass cthlemkresal $nove e
Next month is predicted to be an early spring wi
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artic blasts of -10 d egrees and still no snow! What to do with the plows and builds
then é

From the Nov mtg., the discussed plans for 2025 starting with Jan mtg. are

That yearly memberships go up to $50 USD (discussed at Nov MTG , to cover rising
expenses?)

New Treasury has been appointed and will fully transition by J an once Pat .V
transfers over funds account . Monthly MTGs will remain at Bayport Rep Center.

Webre planning have our 2025 Model car Chall enge
ifanew smaller/cheaper venue would absolutely be required  for 2026.

More MTG events will take place, AS|I ammer o cont e

Dominck mentioned group buildup, | e t ldpe to initialize that for the Feb or March
mtg.

2025 MCC Show main theme and sub  -theme (?) should be finalized by Jan and no
later than Feb. F liers should be ready by spring to send out and get more crowds/#s

for nextyear G MCC.
That s al | | have for nowlGksee you all at the
For those who havenot recei ved t hseor wish toeview pastiah8 S, they

can download them here
https://www.liarsmodelcarbuilders.com/newsletters

If you have a suggestion, an idea, or article submission you would like to bring up

in the newsletter, pl ease inform Richard ARichie
Keep in mind that article submissions close on the 2nd Satur day of the month, so that
MCB delivery can take place the Sunday before the MTGs.

If you forward any articles written by other sources, the original writer will be
credited. Any submissions and/ or input are a valued treasure.
W ill Seagraves recent completion
Revell &7 Dodge Coronet R/ T

Built OOB forthe Box Stock Category . No additional details , just foil and paint.
Good exercise to get back in the groove. Nice kit ! Will ,
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwaSTB8Y570



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwaSTB8Y570
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BY FRANK LOVECE
Special 1o Newsday

‘ou bought them at Korvette's
or Modell's — boxed model
kits of glue-it-yourself

lanes, trains and automo-
iles, monsters, spaceships

and superheroes. And while many
companies made model kits, the stand-
outs came from jand — from

the fabled Aurora Plastics of West
Hempstead.

Inits 27 years of existence, Aurora
made kits of everything from the Wolf-
man to World War [ planes, from Super-
man to the Seaview submarine from
1964's “Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea’™

Enticed by box art that was as
detailed as a movie poster, kids
would take these kits home and put
together the pieces — gencrally any-
where from 5 to 150 — using tubes
of what was called airplane glue from
companies like Revell or Testors, and
modeling paint and brushes.

The factory locaed at 44 Cherey
Valley Ave. until it ered in 1977,
was a toy N oeiertand ofsocks 10 i n
the I\JS{)& '60s and "70s.

“I remember riding in the family car
and pasting the Auror fctory says

mard J. Provenzano, 69, of Mincola.
ey had giant representations of the
Boxes out on th front lawn, rotating
the box art. I'm kicking myself [be-
T never inquired st atour”

Syosset's Gary Lewi did
insde

acifict.

"THE BUILDING OF A MODEL

Aurora Plastics began in Brooklyn in
1950, founded by engineer Joseph E.
Glammarino and Russian imny

hikes to do injection molding for

Al s, Joes Guomso e o i
1952 as sales chief and a 10% partner.
Expanding into the consumer market,
Aurora irs produced toysbefore piv-
ing to model kits, starting with tw
Vathscal fighter Jets: the Grumiman
F9F Panther and the Lockheed F-90.
Initially targeting a younger audience
than the 1I- to l4-year-olds that such
established model makers as Mono-
gram and Revell aimed at, Aurora made
smaller and much less detailed models
in order to sell for less, according to
“Aurora Model Kits” (Schiffer, 2004) by
Thomas Graham, a now-retired history
professor. They retailed for 79 cents to

H
H
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Some of Thomas Vaccina's collection.

99 cents, compared with $2 or more
from other companies.

irst two models sold an excep-
tional 400,000 units in their first three

months, reported New
more space for the bu
pany, Aurora relocated in 1954 to an
initially 25000-square-foot plant in

vsday. Seeking

EnterTRAINment Junction

its from Aurora.

West Hempstead. The company cventu-
ally expanded to 132,000 square feet. In
1963 alone, Aurora produced 25 million
model kits, according to a Newsday
article published in 1964.

‘The main things many people remem-
ber are the pop culture kits — Marvel
and DC superheroes, classic radio/TV
characters like the
o, spaceships from science fiction

ows ke~ The [avaders” and
“Land of the Gi ng other
things, such Universal Pictures movie

% monsters as the Creature

Black Lagoon, Dracula and the Mummy
“I remember doing the Franken-
stein's monster. T remember doing the
Mummy.” reminisces Gus Schaefer,
74, a retired Underwriters Laboratory
executive who grew up in Uniondale
and now lives in Ilinois. He had
gotten into model building thanks to
airplane kits brought to him by his
neighbor, Goldie Samu, who worked
at Aurora. Later, Schacfer would buy

The model of nostalgia

Recalling the days of miniature kits and West Hempstead's Aurora factory

Aurora models at his local Modell's
and at a hobby shop.

The monster figures “were actually
simpler,a ltte more straightforw ard”
than the airplane models, he recalls. "
our thik here were 43 many pieces
with the figure models. You could do
them in one day if you had a couple

o dedicate to

EXPANDING A BRAND
ora became a pop culture cornu-
copia, not only for its savviness in

it. "Being close to New York City, Au
rora got some of the best commercial
artists,” says collector Thomas Vaccina,
65, formerly of Hicksville and now of
Georgia. “They had very colorful, very
gye-<atching boart, and that drew a
1ot of kids at the time.”

Lewi remembers the array of models
displayed on shelves. “You would sali-
vate;” he cxaggerates fondly. “You had a
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Peter Vetri, left, Thomas Vaccina and Rick Delfavero at Deer Park’s Atlantis
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Toy and Hobby — which acquired most of the surviving Aurora molds — in 2023.

very limited budget based on your
allowance and you had to choose. It
was always about which artwork
spoke to you.”

Artists included James Bama, one
of the deans of paperback book
covers, who painted many of the
horror-model boxes. DC Comics
great Carmine Infantino drew Au-
rora’s 1964 Batman box. Acclaimed
aviation artist Roy Grinnell depicted
fighter jets for the company. And in
the 1970s, Marvel’s “X-Men” artist
Dave Cockrum, who lived on Long
Island, drew the Superboy box. That
same decade, Cockrum and comics
legends Neal Adams, Dick Giordano,
Gil Kane, Curt Swan, Herb Trimpe
and Bellerose’s John Romita Sr.
variously illustrated five-page
comics Aurora included with 10
heroic figures.

Like other businesses, Aurora was
involved in the community. It spon-
sored a team in the Rockville Centre
Boys Basketball League, and contrib-
uted items to local organizations.
But the old guard inevitably passed:
Former Revlon executive Charles
Diker acquired control in 1969
through stock purchases. Shortly

afterward, Giammarino and Shikes
each left the company; the former
died in 1992 and the latter founded
an unsuccessful model company,
Addar, and died in 1986. Cuomo had
retired in 1967 and died in 1971 —
the year food giant Nabisco, diversi-
fying, bought the model maker.

THE END AND NEW BEGINNINGS
Yet Aurora would lose money
throughout the 1970s, and the com-
pany shuttered in 1977; the general

location is now a Stop & Shop.
Nabisco sold Aurora’s roughly 740

massive steel molds, some weighing
a ton apiece, to Monogram. Five
axrplane-model molds were de-
stroyed in a train accident in upstate
New York. And by late 1979, for
reasons including storage costs and
deterioration, as many as 500 molds
had been scrapped, estimates Peter
Vetri, co-founder with Rick
Delfavero of Deer Park’s Atlantis
Toy and Hobby, which in 2018 ac-
quired most of the surviving molds
and archive material.

Among the casualties, says Vetri,
53, who grew up in Garden City
South and now lives in Kings Park,
were the molds for Spider-Man, the
Hulk and Tonto. The Batman and
Vampirella molds survive, but At-
lantis does not have them. The
company did rescue the Captain
America mold, but has no produc-
tion license from Marvel Comics.

Fortunately, either through such
acquired original molds or through
coproductions with other companies
with original or reproduction molds,
Atlantis offers many classic kits —
from historic planes, ships and cars
to Ed “Big Daddy” Roth comical
drag racers to the glow-in-the-dark
Phantom of the Opera and The
Forgotten Prisoner of Castle-Maré.

“We lived close to a drugstore that
sold comic books, candy and Aurora
models. My brother would assemble
the model kits and I distinctly re-
member a Dracula kit in all its glow-
in-the-dark splendor. I can still close
my eyes and see that kit,” says Dave
Braun, 59, a health care worker from
Rocky Point.

For those fortunate enough to
have built Aurora models or have
held one in your hands, that can still
be all it takes.

Dave Van &potlight Hobbiesontributor contacted the buyerwho he is building a large transportation museum
Chattanooga TN anglans on movirg EnterTRAINment Junctiodisplaythere AND adihgto it!

This is 1/25 scale tdo
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https://www.trains.com/mrr/news -reviews/news/firecrown-acquiresentertrainment-junction-plans-new-family-interactive-
transportation-museumin-chattanoogatn/

Firecrownacquires EnterTRAINment Junction, plans new family interactive transportation museum in Chattanooga, TN
Acquisition includes the 25,008quarefoot layout, Thomas Museum, and Thomas Outdoor Train, algmther assets

EnterTRAINment Junctigrthe popular family attraction in West Chester, Ohio, known for housing the& NX RQa f | N.
train displayclosedanuary 5, 2025. This closure marks the end of an era for the Cincinnati landmark but opens a new chag
FT2NJ AGA SEKAOAGA dzyRSNJI CANBONRSY Q& &0GSél NRAKA LI

EnterTRAINment Junction has long been a cherished landnrariowned for its extraordinary scale and intricate design.
{LI yYyAy3a Iy AYLINBAAAGS ynInnn &aljdzk NBE FSSGzX GKAa SyidSeI
G-scale layout taking up over 25,000 square feet. It was a marvelardy for its size but for its elaborate ladscapes and highly
detailed train models, each meticulously crafted to captivate both children and adults alike.

Annually, EnterTRAINment Junction attracted hundreds of thousands of visitors from across the go@mirenching itself as a
must-see attraction in Cincinnati. Its famikfriendly allure and engaging events, such as Everything Thomas and Christmas


https://www.trains.com/mrr/news-reviews/news/firecrown-acquires-entertrainment-junction-plans-new-family-interactive-transportation-museum-in-chattanooga-tn/
https://www.trains.com/mrr/news-reviews/news/firecrown-acquires-entertrainment-junction-plans-new-family-interactive-transportation-museum-in-chattanooga-tn/
https://www.trains.com/grw/videos-photos/videos/series/mrvp-layout-visit-entertrainment-junction-in-large-scale/
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the Junction, fostered a loyal fan base that returned year after year to partake in its unique offeribgspite its closure,
EnterTRAINment JulicA 2y Q& f S3I 08 A& aSi (G2 O2yiAydzS GKNRdAzZAK CANX
that entertained so many for nearly two decades.

A ';

Craig FullerCEO andXdzy RSNJ 2F CANBONRgy> aSSa GKAa IOljdAaraaGaAzy |
Choo Choo is a worlthmous train town, and so we think this fits perfectly in the Chattanooga story but also preserves the

legacy built here in CincinnaA = ¢ Cdzf f SNJ ad § SROPOMRSEY Y2 o5t tdzAyRaoh & &
media and commerce, particularly in the transportation sector.

CEO and founder of Firecrown Craig Fuller

¢tKS yS¢ YdzaSdzyz GSyidlFdA@Ste ylIYSR G¢KS atoid PBnyerTRAINMSMZY = ¢
Wdzy OtiA2y Q& SEKAOAGAD CANBONRGYyQa LA IFya AyOfdzRS SELI oRA
GNHzO1AYy3Z YR YFENRGAYS @SaaStad ¢KAa 0NERI RS u&Rpudieatddgsuch
as FLYING Magaziaad various trainfocused titles acquired from Kalmbach Media.

Firecrown owns Trains, Trains.com, Model Railroader, Garden Trains, Classic Trains, Classic Toy Trains, and Toy $oains
publishes books, opefas a streaming TV network, and manages a largeoenmerce operation, all dedicated to model
railroading. The company also oversees the media operations of aviation, marine, space, and FreightWaves.

CANBONRBgY Qa | Ol dzA a squaredogt lagoyitQlie dodas Misé&uB, andghe fihomast@oor Train, among
other assets. The company is committed to preserving these models to the best of their ability while integrating them into
larger, more diverse exhibition.

Fuller and his team aim to have theew transportation museum and indoor theme park operational by the end of 2025 or e
HNHC® ¢CKA& GAYSEAYS ltt26a FT2N) OFNBFdA LI FyyAy3 | yR SE
tourist attractions.

As the transportationindustry continues to evolve, this new museum and theme park could serve as a hub for both nostalc
reflection and forwardd KAy { Ay 3 AYALANI A2y d LG NBLINBaSyda y20 2dzad
also the potential for new eduaational opportunities and economic impact in the Chattanooga area.

Chattanooga is already a major regional tourism city, hosting attractions like the Tennessee Aquarium, Rock City, Ruby F
the Creative Discovery Museum, the Chichauga Battlefield, ad the Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum. Chattanooga is a
home to a railroadthemed hotel, The Chattanooga Choo Choo.


https://x.com/FreightAlley
https://www.trains.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/MRR-firecrown-acquires-entertrainment-junction-assets-01-1224.jpg
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The transition from EnterTRAINment Junction to the new Chattanodgsed museum and indoor theme park underscores a
broader trend of remagining traditional attractions for modern audiences. By expanding beyond trains to include various
modes of transportation, Firecrown is betting on the enduring fascination with mobility and technological progress.

& CA NB O NIamoyys, arid Rran$portion are all natural fits. We are the largest transportation media platform, located in
large transportation city, and now we will have a large museum dedicated to transportation. This will be a place to celebra
and engage people of allagesintherda@® f ¢2NI R 2F GNF YALRNIIGA2yZ¢é CdzZf £ SN

Nextitem

NNL West 2025 Model Car Shawdeos include:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gA220UfysEY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LpFdAdDgR1M

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0YONugbHmMhY

Bymlwelleranother Spotlight Hohiescortributor developedposted
someotisLIK2 12& FTNRBY (GKS bb[ 2SaidSNYy bradizylrtad LQY I o0Sidid
mine.

https://youtu.be/lwaSTB8Y570?si=&beZbwzMJIPIh7

NNL Western Nationals 2025

NNL WEST 2024 Model Car Builike SEMA Show bfodel Cars

Fa Referencer.V included Biggest Model Show in the Nation! Behind the scenes at NNL East 2024.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gA220UfysEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LpFdAdDgR1M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oYQNugbHmhY
https://board.spotlighthobbies.com/?page=1;md=profile;id=mlweller
https://youtu.be/lwaSTB8Y570?si=aS-PbeZbwzMJPIh7
https://youtu.be/lwaSTB8Y570?si=aS-PbeZbwzMJPIh7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qOsF5klL00M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VWg3jzr5Qpo
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Tonkal 825
\ http://wwwboard?2.spotlighthobbies.com/ehin/bbs62x/webbbd config.pl?md=index;page=1

55 Most ValuableTonka Toysof All Time

Kids have been playing with cars and trucks
for a longtime.In 1946,Mound Metalcraft beganmaking colorful metal,andtheywerea hit. The company

becameronka Toys Incorporated in 1955, and the rest is history.

'tl)'oda% ,manyvintageTonkatoysare worth someseriousdough.If youfind any of thesetruckslaying in an old toy
ox, they

might just fund a future shoppingspree(or, in somecasesgollege).Checkout somepricey Tonkatoysrecentlyfound
on!

55.Vintage Tonka GreenGremlin

Price: $320.55
Bottomline: While Tonkawasknown for its trucks, it alsomadetoy carslike this GreenGremlin. This particular

modelwith an exposed, silver engine is one of the rarest, which explains how-#n2tbtoy car sold for over
$300.


http://wwwboard2.spotlighthobbies.com/cgi-bin/bbs62x/webbbs_config.pl?md=index%3Bpage%3D1
https://www.workandmoney.com/s/valuable-tonka-toys-1be1aaad4cb8484d
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It evenhad a splitin the plasticon oneside,which wasa commondefectthat croppedup when Tonka started
producing more oys with plastic in the 1970s instead of solid steel.

54.Vintage 1970sTonka Winnebago
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Price: $324.99

Bottom line: If gas prices weren't so high, we'd take this vintage Tonka Winnebago on a road trip in a heartbeat.
It looks brandnewand includedthe figurines with it. The large campervan measures nearly feetin length,and
theinsideis highly detailed, featuring a miniature refrigerator and original Tonka decals.

Astemptingasit would beto play with it, a collectiblethis old is betterleft on displaythan takento the park.
53.TonkaNo. 250 Utility Tractor

Price: $325
Bottomline: You'd be hard-pressedo find anotherTonkatractor this old in suchsuperbcondition. The bright-

orangepaint is practically perfect, with just one small scratdhmat you'd have to hunt for to find.

It alsoincludedthe original box,andits designis sonostalgicthat it would probablybevaluableall on its own.
52.1960sTonka Farms StakeTruck
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Price: $344
Bottomline: This rare Tonka Farmstruck wasmadearound 1960.Asyou can see it waskeptin pristine

condition, still shiny and with few scratches on the lightown paint.

The white trailer hasa fewmorescratchesput for theright collector,the scuffsjust elevateits old-world charm.
50.Vintage 195G Tonka StateHighway Set(Tie)

Price: $350

Bottomline: Overtheyears,Tonka adaptedts designgo fit with moderntrends.
In the 1950sthe companyreleaseda seriesof neoncoloredtrucks, including this statehighwaytruck in a shade

of bright- lime green.

50.Vintage Tonka ToysMetal PressedsteelCarnation Milk Truck Van (Tie)
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Price: $350
Bottomline: A vintageCarnationmilk truck like this is rare enoughthat it doesn'tneedto beperfect to be

worth something. It sold oras isd rust spotsscrapes dents and all.

It's alsooneof the smallerTonkatrucks listed,measuringonly 12-incheslong, yetit still soldfor a few hundredbucks.
49.Vintage1954Tonka GreenGiant Semi

Price: $369

Bottomline: Did you knowthe Jolly Greengiantis nearly a centuryold? The mascotwasdesignedy the Minnesota
Valley Canning Company for General Mills in 1925. In 1954, Tonka made a toy version of the company's delive
truck.

This onewasplayedwith backin the day,but becauset's madeof steel,it hasheldup much betterthan a
modernplastic toy would after almost 70 years.

48.1956Tonka Farms Truck
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Price: $375

Bottomline: Tonka producedseverallines of realistic-looking miniatures,and this onehails from the Tonka'sfarm
line. The vintage stdelonka truck was labeled No. 56 and was designed after a Ford pickup truck.

The gently-playedwith vehiclewasstoredin a glassshowcasdor yearsbeforeit soldon for $375.
47.Vintage Tonka 1964Army LoboyDozer

Price: $379
Bottomline: This vintageTonka setis a nice exampleof a quality restorationjob. Each pieceof the set,which

included items made from 1964 to 1970, has been carefully repainted in a deep-{pezst shade.

While the setwould beworth evenmoreif it hadits original paint, a goodrestorationjob is the next bestthing.
46.Vintage Tonka'Minute Maid' Box Truck
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| MINUTE - i
— MAID . .

Price: $380
Bottomline: Just lookingat this vintageTonkatruck feelslike taking a stepbackin time to grandma'’shousein

the 1950s, selling lemonade out on tisedewalk on a hot summer day.

This Minute Maid Tonkabox truck wasclearly playedwith, but duethe inclusion of all its original partsandits
overallrarity, it still sold for $380.

45.Vintage 1950sTonka Aerial SandLoader

"('\Q

i!i

e (LA IR

Price: $380
Bottomline: Not all vintageTonkatoysare trucks. This Aerial SandLoaderwastonsof fun to play with atthe

playground.It was made of solid metal, and the paint is in impressively good condition for an item that's more
than 70 years old.

The sellerevenjoked,"l tookgreatcareof this toy,andit's in amazingshapefor its age.But thenagain,soam !
44.Vintage1960Tonka Tanker Truck
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Price: $385

Bottomline: Tonka TankerNo. 145wasa large, pressedteelTonka Toy that wassoldfor severalseasonsn the
1960s.
Eventhough someof the lettering waschipped,and the red paint shows weain spots this tankeris rare enough

to still be worth hundreds of dollars.

41.Vintage Tonka 1962Pink JeepSurrey(Tie)

Price: $389
Bottomline: It's not oftenthat a feminine-looking vintage Tonkatoy popsup, sothis JeepSurreyis quite a find. It's
bright, bubblegum pink and in perfect condition.

It wasalsoon the coverof the Tonka catalogand would look amazingon displayalongsidea vintageBarbie.

41.Vintage Tonka 1955WreckerTow Truck (Tie)


https://www.familyminded.com/s/priciest-barbie-dolls-ranked-8254998d4cb64b5b
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Price: $389
Bottomline: Greatfor a displaypiecethis bright red-and-white Tonkatoy hails from the year1955.

The pressedsteeltoy hassomeminor wearfrom the child who playedwith it long ago,but the scuffedpaint gives
it a timeless, antique look that many collectors appreciate.

41.VintageTonkaBulk StorageFuel Tanks(Tie)

Price: $389
Bottomline: Not all valuable,vintageTonkatoysare trucks. Tonka madetonsof lifelike equipmentthat were

miniature models of the real thing, including these bulk storage fuel tanks. Oftigstings only offer one, but
this seller had a matching set to share.

Each 11-inch tank wasin goodcondition with working valvesand the original labels.Oneplatform wasrustier
than the other, but for an item half a century old, that's hardly shocking.

40.0Original BuddyL. Ford Dump Truck
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Price: $399.99
Bottomline: This 1960sBuddyL. Ford tandemaxle hydraulic dumptruck is a greatexampleof an unrestored,

vintageTonka truck. It was clearly played with, with scuffs and scratches from decades long past.

To somethat's a deterrent.To other collectors,its wearaddscharm andtells a story. Despitehaving a crackin
the windshield, the truck was sold in working order, including a fully functional hydraulic system.

39.Vintage Tonka Toy FishermanPickup Truck

Price: $400
Bottomline: This pressedteelTonka Fisherman pickup truck wasa refurbishmentprojectby a seasonedeseller

and restoration expert.

Thetruck wasfully repaintedwith a pearlescenblue hoodand a white roof. The restof the truck wasleft
untouched,andit still has the original headlights and tires.

38.Vintage Tonka Mighty Scraper
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Price: $405
Bottomline: This vintageTonka mighty scraperwasmadein 1968.Toyslike this weremadeto playrough with,

diggingin dirty sandboxes and mud piles, so it's a wonder this one was kept in mint condition.
It wasonly takenout of the box for photos,soits $405selling price wasquite a find.

37.VintageTonka TankerNo. 145

® " ®

Price: $412.25
Bottomline: Vintagetoy collectorswould be hard-pressedo find a Tonkafire enginethat looksbetterthan this one.

Its original, bright red paintis just asglossyasthe dayit hit the shelves inl960,andthetruck doesn'thavea single
crackor scratch on it.

35.Tonka JeepWreckerTow Truck (Tie)

Price: $434
Bottomline: The sellerdidn't sharemuch information aboutthis Tonka JeepWreckerTow Truck, butisn't shea

beauty?
Modelnumber2435wasmadeof pressedsteeland camewith a plow, andjudging by thepictures,this onewasin

mint condition. It also came with the original box, which always boosts its value.

35.Vintage 1956 Tonka Metro Van (Tie)
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Price: $434

Bottomline: Original, mint condition Tonkatrucks are the mostvaluable,but high-quality restorationsare worth
a pretty penny, too.

This 1956DodgeHolsum breadvanwastooworn to sellin its original state,soit wassandblasteadlownto themetal,
then primed, sanded, and painted orange.

It wasalsofixed up with newhandlesheadlights,axles,hub caps,bumpersandtires.

33.Tonka VintageMilitary Grader(Tie)

Price: $450
Bottomline: Producedbetweenl 963 and 1966,the Tonka GR 2-2431Military GreenGraderis a favorite among

collectors. They were first sold as part of a fepiece boxed set with a grader, dozer, truck and jeep.

Now, it'shard to find a completesetup for sale.Evenso,this graderwasa priceless findwith just someminor scuffs
and scratches on the %inch long vehicle.
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33.VintageTonka No. 5 PumperTruck (Tie)
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Price: $450
Bottomline: Estatesalesare a fantasticplaceto scoopup hiddengemslike this vintageTonka No. 5 fire truck.
The shiny red paint looks almost brandew, and the rubber and plastic fittings are all intact.

It's almostmiraculousthat a truck madein the 1950shasheld up sowell.

32.TonkaToys'Flavor-Kist' PrivateLabel Box Truck

Price: $461
Bottomline: Tonkaproducedseveralprivate-label, brandedtrucks that wereespeciallypopular becausef how
recognizable they were. This 1950s Flauist truck was made on a 1:16th scale.

It hasplentyof wearandtear, but for the seasonedaollector,it makesan ideal restorationpiece.
30.Vintage Tonka ToysNo. 380 Troop Carrier (Tie)
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NO. 380 TROOP CARRIER

Price: $465
pressedsteel that held up remarkably well over the years

Bottomline: Tonka Toysmadethe No.380Troop Carrier in 1964.Like mostearly Tonkatrucks, it wasmadeof
The versionsoldon wasneverplayedwith, but it did havesometarnishing and discolorationdueto

its age. Still, with the original box, it was worth almost $500.

30.TonkaMarshall Field SemiTruck, Trailer, Pressedsteel(Tie)

Price: $465
metallic navy blue paint and the Marshall Field logo on the side.

Bottomline: Unlike today'stoy trucks, vintageTonka trucks weremadeof steel.This onewasmadein 1952with
If $465soundslike alot, that's nothing comparedo the Tonkatrucksin betterconditon. This onehasscratches

and paint chips, and some parts have been replaced over the years.
Still, the privatelabel madethis 22-inch Tonkatoy a toughieto find, soit wentfor a few hundreddollars despite

the mediocre condition.
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29.DeSalleTonka G Fox Hartford CT Vintage Toy Truck
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Price: $486.89
Bottomline: PrivatelybrandedTonkatruckstendto bemorevaluablethan standardmodels.This DeSalleTonka
toyis only 15 inches long, but only 300 of them were made. Despite the vintage desiggs ihade in 1997 in the
style of the older 1960s Tonka trucks.

While it wasdisplayedon a shelffor a decadejt wasneverplayedwith and soldin mint condition. The fact that it
comes with a signed certificate of authenticity and the bottom of the tnwek signed by Don DeSalle himself
only adds to itssalue.

28.VintageMighty TonkaEuclid GreenDump Truck

Price: $498
Bottomline: The ageof vintage Tonkatoyscan be estimatedy the styleof the truck. This 1971modelused
brighter, neon paint and nore modern wheels than some of the earlier Tonka designs.



Pg30 Issue #01 Next MeetingThursday January 16th @ 7:30 PM L.I.LA.R.S 0V16)

It hasa few signsof play wear, but the 34-inch truck wasstill in unusually goodconditionfor a truck that's
over50yearsold.

27.Vintage Tonka Marine ServiceTruck Trailer
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Price: $495
Bottom line: Tonkatoysweremeantto beminiature versionsof real vehiclesand this onedidn't missthe mark.

Theblue, pressed steel Tonka Marine Service semi had ibala boat trailer, four Tonka boats with seats and
two extra outboardnotors.

The setmeasures27 inchesin length, andit likely would have beerworth evenmoreif it weren'tfor a crackin
the windshield and paint loss on the body of the truck.

26.Mighty Tonka Clam Train

Price: $499
Bottomline: Tonkadidn't just maketrucks. Theymadeall kinds of vehicles backn the 1960s,ncluding this
clamcranetoy. While the toy was played with in 1966 and has scratches and rust here and there, it works just
fine, clam digger and all.
Of the early Tonkatoys,the clamtrain is oneof the morechallengingto find.

25.Vintage Tonka ToysSanitary ServiceTruck
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Price: $499.95
Bottomline: If wewerekids, a trashtruck wouldn't beour first choicefor atoy. Vintagetoy collectors,on the

otherhand, seem to have a different opinion. This old samjt service truck has a working hydraulic scoop and
was sold with two matching dumpsters.

Evenwith afew chipshereandthere andmissingTonka decalsthe sanitaryservice truckis valuable.That's
mostlybecause it was only sold for a year, so there anly a handful out there to scoop up.

24.Vintage Tonka Truck Mighty Car Carrier 3990

Price: $499.99
Bottomline: We couldn't find out much aboutthis vintage Tonka truck car carrier, but it sure

looks cool. It wasofferedon with a set ofsmall carsand the original box, and it appears$o be
in pristine condition. Judging by the design, it was likely made in the 1960s.

23.Vintage YellowTonka ArcadeGameShovelToy
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Price: $499.99
Bottomline: Theysaybeauty isin the eyeof the beholder,andwe'reinclined to agree.This vintageTonka arcade

game shovel looks like junk. It's visibly worn with paint loss and rust all over, but miraculously, the toy still
works.

We'dneverhaveguessedhat somethingsorusty would sell for $500,but it's rare enoughthat it's worth
restoringfor a serious collector.

22.TonkaToy GasolineQil Tanker Trunk No 33

Price: $535
Bottomline: Eventoy trucks needgas,and how isthe gasgoingto getto the gasstationwithout a gasoline
tanker? Tonka really thought of egrything.

This bright red gasolinetanker truck wasmadein the 1960s.t hasvisible patchesof missingpaint, but to an
antique collector, the chips only add to the toy's charm.
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21.TonkaHot Pickup 2360
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Price: $549.99
Bottomline: Canyouguesswhenthis fun Tonkatruck wasmade?The red, orangeand yellowstripeson the side

are a hint. The rugged pickup truck was made in 1978.

Unlike the previousTonkatoyslisted,this onewasneverplayedwith. Finding atoythis old in near-perfect
conditionis amost unheard of.

It's not asrare asthe Tonkamodelsfrom the 1950s but it's still worth a ton.
20.TonkaLumber Truck

Price: $560
Bottomline: Ever seenone of thosetrucks piled high with logs?It's by farthe mostterrifying truck to drive

behind,but Tonka couldn't resist making a toy version.

The metallicbronzetruck hasa few chipsin the paint, but no significant dentsor damage.
19.Vintage Tonka Aerial LadderNo. 5
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Price: $575
Bottomline: If wehadto pick a collectibleTonkatoy that looks the mostfun to play with, it would bethis one.

The vintage1955fire truck wasonly soldfor a year,andit hasmorefeaturesthan you'd everimagine.It hasa
bubblelight on the roof, a siren mounted on the right front fender, two working laddersl dour fire
extinguishers.

The mostunique elementof the Tonka aerial laddertruck is that it wasmadewhile Mound Metalcraft wasin the
procesf rebranding to Tonka Toys. On the edge of the trailer, it still has M.F.D. (Mound Fire Department) print
along the side.

18.TonkaRedInterchanger Truck
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Price: $598
Bottomline: Tonkatruck No. 8755 first appearedn Tonka's 1955catalog.It wassoldalongsidethe builders

supplyset, which came with a load of lumber and chains to secure them.

While this particular listing didn't include theseaccessorieghe truck alonesoldfor a whopping$600.Plus shipping.
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17.TonkaNo.5 SportsmanTruck
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Price: $600
Bottom line: Now here's a perfect example of what a mint condition vintage Tonka truck looks like.Tionka

No. 5 Sportsmafruck wasmadein the 1960s but judging by thepicture, you'd neverknow thatit's asold as
your parents.

Notadentor ding is to befound on the truck, boator box. A collector'sdream.
16.Vintage Tonka CamperTruck No. 530

Price: $612

Bottomline: A trademarkof vintagetoys,the Tonka CamperTruck No. 530featureda pastel,skyblue finish
with a white top and tiny, functional windows.

The piecehad a few scratches athe time of sale,but thanksto itsoriginal stateand the inclusion of its original
box, it was still quite valuable.
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15.Vintage Tonka Farms StakeTruck
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Price: $710
Bottomline: The Tonka Farmsline of toyshad severalvehiclesmadefor a farm scenejncluding tractors, pickup

trucks, and this one, which s meant to transport livestock.

The paintiswornin placesbut that's to beexpectedor an item asold asit is. Cracksor dentswould reduceits
value,but the aging paint just makes it look like more of an antique.

14.Tonka Structo SearsRoebuckTrailer Truck

Price: $728
Bottomline: Tonkareally wentthe extramile for authenticity. After all, kids loveto playwith mini versionsof

whattheysee out in the real world.
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In the 1970s,SearsRoebuck wasuge. Tonkamadea brandedSearstruck with a connectedrailer, and it was
amajor hit. If you have one up in the attic, consider yourself lucky. Not many were made, so it's worth

hundreds.
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13.TonkaToysLight GreenPickup Truck

Price: $737.76
Bottomline: Vintagetoyscomewith varying degreeof wearandtear, but you're not likely to find onein better

condition thanthis light green Tonkapickup truck. Produced in the 1960s, the truck is immaculatediean,
gentlyplayed with andn near mint condition.

The only wayyou'd find onein bettershapeis to getahold of onethat's newin its original, unopenedbox.
12.Tonka Star-Kist Tuna Delivery Truck
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Price: $800
Bottom line: What a beauty.Like the SearsRoebuckTonka truck, this is another great exampleof a branded

Tonkatoythat held its alue through the decades.

Madeof pressedsteelin 1955,it's surprisingly heavy,weighingin at nearlyfour pounds.It's alsoa fantastic
reminderto treat your toys with care, because this one sold for 800 bucks.
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It was,admittedly,restoredby a professonal, butit's nearlyimpossibleto tell.
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11.VintageRedTonka RampHoist

Price: $899
Bottomline: This vintage,bright red tonkaramptruck wasfar from perfectwhenit wassoldon . It had rust

patchesunder the Tonka truck door decals, missing phags of paint, and wear and tear consistent with play on
the bed of the truck.

While its $900selling price might comeasa surprisewhat with all the marks,to the right collector, it tells a story.
A played with toy is much more special than one that spés entire life on a shelf.

10.Vintage Smith Miller CustomOliver Tractor

Price: $910
Bottomline: Beep,beep.This vintageTonkatruck is asold asa Tonkatruck canget.It wasoriginally produced

in the 1940s out of cast aluminum, but it was latesfurbished and combined with parts from a Tonka truck
made in the '60s.
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Mash-upslike this might soundlessappealingthan atrue, vintageTonka, but the restorationwassowell done
thatit's hard to see the difference.

With thetrailer attachedthe entire setupmeasuresin impressive27 inches.As a bonus,the listing includeda
1/16scale Oliver Super 77 diesel tractor.

9.Vintage Tonka RampHoist Truck Restore/Painted/int Green
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Price: $950
Bottomline: Toyswith working partsare somuch coolerthan onesthat just sit there andlook pretty. This
vintageTonka ramp hoist truck from 1965 was meticulously restored to superb condition.

Theramponthe 19.5inch truck is fully functional, too. Vintagecollectiblesare the mostvaluablewhensoldin
original mint condition, but for a display piece, a quality restoration piece is still a lucky find.

8. RareTonkaNo. 21400utdoorLiving Set
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Price: $995
Bottomline: If campingis moreyour thing, this outdoorliving setmight beyour dreamcollectible.SetNo. 2140
camewith a camper van, a jeep, and an SUV with a boat trailer. All of the items are a shade of mint green with
white and creanmaccents.

The setwasmadein 1965,sothe box hasseenits betterdays,and someof the white paint is
discolored Even with minor weatr, it sold for close to $1,000.

7.Vintage TonkaRoll-Back Truck No. 640
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Price: $1,050
Bottomline: This vintage,pressedteelTonkatruck might bethe best choicdor a holiday displaypiece.Madein

1963,it comes with a workingoll back and the original tow hook.

It wasdiscoveredt an estatesalewith minor wear,but it wasresoldon for over$1,000.Can't youjust seeit with
a miniature Christmas tree loaded on the bed?

6. Vintage Blue Tonka Pickup Truck

> G (31 https:;//www.workandmoney.com/s/valuable-tonka-toys-1bel1aaaddcb8484d

Price: $1,100
Bottom line: Look at this beauty.Evenafter decadesthe blue paint is still shiny, asidefrom a coupleof minor

scuff marks on the roof.

While mostvintageTonkatrucks havetonsof dents andscratchesthis one showedalmostno signsof play wear
atthetimeit was sold.

Astemptingasit is to play with sucha beautiful truck, its price tag definitely makesit a display-only piece.
5. Tonka ToysWheatonVan Lines Semi
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Price: $1,275
Bottomline: If you havean old Tonkatruck thatisn't in perfectcondition, don't countyourselfout.

This 1960sWheatonVan Lines truckhad visiblerust spots alongheroof, but the restof the toy wasin good
condition. No dents, working axles and a scratdtee windshield.

While it would havebeenworth evenmorewith a perfect coatof paint, it still soldfor over$1,000.
4. White Tonka Hydraulic Aerial LadderFire Truck Set

B

Price: $1,601.99

Bottomline: The moredetaileda collectibletoyis, the harderit is to find without missingor damagedarts.
Madein 1959, this intage Tonka fire truck set had a working aerial fire ladder, a hydrant, a wrench, and three
different firefighting vehicles included.
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The only damagedart wasa crackedhose.The box alsoshowedight signsof wear,but on the whole, it wasin
fantasticcondition.
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3. TonkaBig Mike StateHighway SnowPlow

Price: $1,900
Bottomline: Evenpretendcitiesneedsnowplowson winter days.Tonka producedBig Mike, a statehighway
snowplow, with dual hydraulics.

The solid metal truck was played with gently, libe previous owner restored the paint and replaced missing
parts, includinga tire, hubcapand front lamp. All the hydraulicswork, however.andthe sheetmetalin front
doesn'thavea singledent.

It just goesto show thatkeepingyour collectiblesin excellentconditionis worth the effort. You neverknow what
itemscollectors value

2. Tonka405 SportsmanToy Pickup Truck

Price: $2,177.77
Bottom line: Just by the picture, it's easy to see that this vintage Tonka truck was kept in pristine condition. It
still had its originalfinish without a single scratch,plusits original box andthe boatit camewith. Pretty
impressiveconsideringit was made in the early 1960s.

Evenwith someslight yellowingin placeswe'dgladlytakearoadtrip in it. Maybenot for two grand, though.

1. TonkaB-210RoadBuilders Set
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Price: $3,055
Bottom line: Needless to say, an entire set of
Tonka toys is more valuable than a single item.
What really makes this set valuableowever,
is that it wasmadein 1957.Like mostTonka
toys,it's notin brand-newcondition. Toyswere
meantto be payed with, right?

This sethad somewearandtearwhenit was
sold,including a brokenhydraulicssystemsome
black markingson the dump truck and tape on
the corners of the box.

That's what buyers

expect whernt comes
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Hobby Shop List:

By Paul

Drago

HOBBY SHOP LIST, NASSAU / SUFFOLK

work inprogress  lastupdate
1/11/25
Al sand®6s | DeerPark Soldiers, miniatures, models, supplies
> Baseline Hobbies | West Babylon | Fullservice store
3. Bay Snore Hobby | Bay Shore Moved from the clusterfluck a
few stores down
4. Caboose Hobbies | Huntington
5. Caboose Hobbies | PortWashingt | on Harbor Road?
on
6. Coronet Hicksville (Children store), but had a
big selection of models
7. DAVES Freeport One of the best
8. Di ckds Hg Started in Bayport and moved to Sayville
9. East coast hobbieg Y2RSta [ yR Nk OQa
10. EASTLI Massapequa | ErnieFinimore worked there!
And hehas great stories
11. EDLEES Levittown slot car and hobby shop / became an
electronics store
12. Fletchers Hobby | Centereach 2 doors down from pancake cottage on R
House
13. Fourth world Smithtown sells comics and models relating to comic
14. Gold Coast Hobby| Glen Head In train station storefront
15. Gold Spike ISLIP Rt111 in Islip
16. Great Escapes Sun Vet mall.
17. Hankos
18. Hobby time Plairview Morton village shopping center
19. Hobby world East Islip
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0. Hurricane hobbies Nk OQa Y2RSta atz2d OF Contact Gary Weickart at 631 -581 -
and supplics 5834 or gweickart@aol.com
21. Island Hobby Nut | Commack RC store
2. Larryos Northport On Jericho Turnpike WANTED Large diameter wheels,
tires, and disc brakes from
23. Men at arms Middle Island | Models and a diverse selection of RevelI/AMT/Tamiya/Aoshima/ect.
kits. 1/24 ™ and 1/25 ™ scale. ()
related items
24, NassatHobbies Freeport Old store still in business \_NANTED : Modular and modern motors
5. Patchogue Hobby | Patchogue like LS1s, HEMIs, DOHC 5.4 Cobra
26. Paul 6s T( Massapequa | Former LIARS member Paul Lechack motors, import motors like Toyota 2JZ
s sore and Nissan Skyline RB. 1/24 ™ and
th
7. Phase 3 Farmingdale | slot car track and hobby shop 1/25 scale.
28. Platinum Hobbies | Selden RC store _ WANTED Vortech style
29. Pol kds H( EastMeadow | Branch store from famous NY City store
30. Port Jeff Slot Cars| Port Jefferson | Slot car track and models SuDerChargerSa blower SuDerChargers
31. Squadron Syosett On Jericho Turnpike from 2007/2010 She|by GT500 and
2. | Sunrise Trail Eé,mingdme eBay store, in an industrial complex? Revell Ford Mustang Mach 11l concept
th
rains, RC . supplies car, anrtlzl turbochargers. 1/24 and
33. ThreeGuys smith town sold trains and related along with models 1/25 t scale.
Hobby
34. TRAQK DAY Elmont Appears to be a RC store ) .
hobbies Contact Richard Manri @ 631 -58 9-6876
35. Train Land Lynbrook Large train store hi il . 93@ il
36. UNKNOWN* Wantagh Park Ave, Near Mul cah jor IS_ emal_ picorro gmail.com to
hobbies negotiate price or trade for the three
37. UNKNOWN* Uniondale | Small crowded hobby sham Front Street b
38. UNKNOWN* Bay Shore olUnion Blvd, above.
39. UNKNOWN* Farmingdal | On Main Street in heart of town
e
40. UNKNOWN* Mineola Baseline hobbies? small store in town, ] ) )
Christmas Party Meeting pictures
mostly military
Willis Hobbies Mineola RC, models, trains, slot cassipplies

This is an ongoing list: it is designed primarily fal -
servicehobby shop$As we remember and grew up
with) there can be a few suggestions as we add more
entriesSadlyToday o6s | isting of
misleading: They are classifying gamirtgres, cards
and collectables, sports memorabgtaresas such.

Model Mercantile Market

"Wanted or For Sal e
WANTED : CAR MODEL Magazine May
1974 issue. Will pay $20 for it in
excellent condition.

WANTED AMT 1969 LINCOLN unbuilt
kit. Will buy or have many vintage kits

available for trade.
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