
 

 
 

MCB Issue 415 
 

NEXT MEETING: THURSDAY August 21st @7:30 PM 
                  

The LONG ISLAND AUTO REPLICA SOCIETY (L.I.A.R.S.) Model Car Briefs is dedicated 

to bringing you the best and most up to date information about our great hobby of 
model building. 

 
Were in our 33rd year as a Club; let’s hope we all stay healthy during this post COVID-

19 crisis and that we can all attain some measure of prosperity. Then perhaps we can 
build a new Club display in memory of Rich Argus… 

 
 

LIARS Web Page http://www.liarsmodelcarbuilders.com/  
 

LIARS Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/people/LIARS-Long-Island-Auto-

Replica-Society-Model-Car-Club/100057442748403/ 
 

 
MCB Contributors: Rich ard  Manri,  Dominick “Mickey” Gerace, Bill “Doc. V” Murray, Andrew P. Collins  

(for The Drive)  

 

 
From our LIARS Unofficial Official  
 

Happy August everybody! Anyone 

tired of this heat yet? 
 

Actually, summer is almost over! 
Where does the time go? 

  

I’ve been working on a few projects, 
hopefully I get to bring them to the 

meeting. One is a Jeep Honcho 6 x 6. 

The other is a project that’s long been 

on my mind, a mid 70s combo of a 
shortened Dodge van turned into a 

ramp truck with a Dodge Daytona on 
the back. Both in my favorite sublime 

green. 
  

At the July meeting, I was glad to 
see former members, Paul Drago, Greg 

Hunt and Ted Pappacena! Welcome 

back fellow members! 
  

Richard Manri  
(631) - 589 -6876  

picorro93@gmail.com  

          

 

Meeting themes:  

 

“Cars with flames & 1: ” Nite  

 
Discuss further planning for our club, show,  addressing “road bumps”… 

 

Dominick Gerace  
(631) - 834 -4223  

Superbird440@juno.com  

http://www.liarsmodelcarbuilders.com/


 

Mike and Paul volunteered for 

vendor set ups. Thank you very much 
guys. I really appreciate the help! The 

show is coming up soon, only about 
three months away. We already have 

the majority of vendor tables sold. 
Thank you again guys! 

  
Greg Hunt has been working on the 

club flyers! They’re gonna be a little 
late, but we will do our best to get 

them out there at the local car shows 
and any merchants who will let us post 

them up. Thanks again Greg! 
  

That’s all for now guys, I’ll see you 

all at the meeting. Try to bring a can 
for the rec donation and lend a hand!  

 
Your unofficial official,  

 
Dominick ”McMonte” Gerace, 

 

 

 
 

Remember those folks who made a difference 

in your life in 2024 (good or bad) and use the 

lessons learned to be a better you. Life is made 

up of people, events and decisions. 2025 is a 

time to start fresh. So surround yourself with 

good people, be active, happy and make 

remainder of 2025 great. Richie. 

 
Some Words from the Editor At Large  
 

I’m gonna echo what Superbird 
said, summer is almost over! Where 

does the time go?  Well, my time went 
to work and on not humid Sunday days 

off, got whatever painting on my never 

ending projects done. Got a bunch of 

builds in quot e from brief slow periods 
but are not sure of how many will be 

finished by Thurs mtg… 
 

At t he July meeting, fo rmer 
members, Paul Drago, Greg Hunt and 

Ted Pappacena  have returned !  Looks 
like things are going full circle and 

most of the founding crew are back 
now! Greg Hunt has been working on 

the club flyers  and the site with John 
“The Artists” wife Pauline! While the 

flyers will be late, at least somethings 
getting done now. Was currently 

awaiting the PNG of the flyer to put in 

this months issue, but it should be 
ready by Sept.  

  
I was told we not only  have the 

majority of vendor tables sold , but got 
some trophy pa ckages paid in full with 

yours truly included! Depending on 
what attendance and such would be 

for the show, we might be OK numbers 
wise.  

 
Theme for August is rides with 

flames and our annual 1:1 nite. Should 
be a nice cool day so bring em on out!   

 

Also, s everal of our regulars have 
been lacking in supplying content  for 

the MCB for some time now. If you 
have something to contribute or 

whatever, please do and send it over!  
Thanks Bill Murray/Doc. V for 

providing content  for priors months 
(some of which was s ubmitted after 

previous MCBs were published and 
forwarded for the next) and  this 

month!  
 

 
That is all for now, see you all on 

Thurdsay!  

 
 



 

Dr V. MCB inputs  

Good day to you & yours! This month, elected to cover 3 

items. 

1) You may tease me...I paid $100. for a book whose 

original list was $75 back in 2015! and it was published 

ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀΗ Dh CLD¦w9Χ 

¢ƛǘƭŜΥ άKing of the Customizers THE ART OF GEORGE 

BARRISέ ΦΦΦ 

This 500-page book is fantastic! It includes e.g.; 25 

pages of How George Barris influenced the formative 

years of the model car hobby (includes article by Tim 

Boyd)   

(Side note...back in the early 70s, I visited The Barris 

shop numerous times when I was visiting Grumman CA 

A/C support sites...George was the politician, his bro 

did the work!) 

Now as why is Dr.V is addressing this? 

  

Dr.V reached out to the LIARS, as well as, his Long 

Island Motor Touring Club (LIMTC) wanting to obtain a 

ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪΧhƴƭȅ aƛŎƪŜȅ όŀƭƛŀǎΣ {ǳǇŜǊōƛǊŘΣ [L!w{ 

ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎƪύ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ Χƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ƘŜ ƻǊdered this 

book for me & PAID FOR IT! WOW!  

Now this is supporting fellow members! Need I say 

ƳƻǊŜΧ¸9{Η ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ Ŏǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΗ 

 

hYΣ ǎƻ 5ǊΦ±Ωǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŎƻǇȅ ƻƴ ƭƛƴŜ ϧ 

ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ƛǘΧŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ΧǎƛƴŎŜ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ 

ordered this ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΗ ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ Χ 

(Dr.V wonders if his wife would do this again? You be 

ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜΧύ 

 

2) Dr.V BUCKET TO DO LIST 

What happened? One of our sons who resides in FL 

ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ .¦/Y9¢ L¢9a{ ƻƴ 

the TO DO LIST as in Orlando Car Museum (even 

though it is an hour away from where we were!) 

Prior to our visit, I joined GROUPON to take advantage 

of their (&/or Orlando Car Museum-) discount 

ǾƻǳŎƘŜǊǎΧ ǎƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ΧǿƘȅ Ǉŀȅ ϷффΦ 

for 3 tickets vs. at least $30. oŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻǳǇƻƴΧƎǳŜǎǎ 

ǿƘŀǘ ΧǘƘŜƴ ǎǇŜƴŘ н Řŀȅǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ 

ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ о ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎΧŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ ƻǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ о ǎǘŀƴŘŀƭƻƴŜ 

tickets (so Dr. V thought) 

 

Next day, we drive to the Orlando Car Museum only to 

find that this museum needs a (now they tell you a 

άDǊƻǳǇƻƴ ǾƻǳŎƘŜǊέ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŜƴǘƛǘȅΗ 

Are they kidding! Obviously not! 

²Ƙŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΧL ǘƘŜƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ о ŀŘŘƛƻƴŀƭ  ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘ ƛǘŜƳǎ 

for us to enter! 

 

{ǘƻǊȅ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΧǿŜ ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 

нллл Ǉƭǳǎ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΧ 

Note: I have attached an hǊƭŀƴŘƻ /ŀǊ aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀŘΧ 

 

 
ǾǎΦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ Χ 

a) 5ƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ нлллҌ /ŀǊǎκōƛƪŜǎκΧ ǿŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŀǎƪ 

ŘƛŘ L ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ hǊƭŀƴŘƻ /ŀǊ aǳǎŜǳƳ άŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ 

ǊƻƻƳǎέ !ƴǎǿŜǊ bhΗ όǿŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ƳŀǇǎΧύ 

b) Can this senior citizen still count? Answer YES 

CONCLUSIONS 

a) Ask others for guidance before you use 

Dwh¦thbΧ 

b) Else simply ask others who have visited the 

attraction (or whatever) for their assessment! 

c) ²ƻǳƭŘ 5ǊΦ ± Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΧbhΗ  



 

3) Remembering Moulton B. Taylor, Creator of 

the Flying Aerocar 

By Robert Tate  Images Courtesy of Moulton Taylor 

Aerocar Archives 

An early 

Aerocar with Moulton B Taylor 

The history of the flying automobile, known as the 

Aerocar, is the legacy of Moulton B. Taylor 

(September 29, 1912 - November 16, 1995). He was an 

inventor and aviation enthusiast, who was born in 

Portland, Oregon and graduated from the University of 

Washington with a degree in engineering. 

Moulton B Taylor 

In 1936, Taylor received flight training with the Navy 

while serving with the Pacific Fleet. He was awarded 

the Legion of Merit medal for his work on the Navy’s 

Gorgon Missile program. 

 

The cover of an Aerocar sales brochure 

After World War II ended, Taylor founded Aerocar 

International in Longview, Washington. In 1949, 

Taylor designed his first flying automobile prototype 

and successfully flew it for the first time one year later. 

That was followed by four and a half years of constant 

engineering testing. In December 1956, after many 

years of development, testing and modifications, the 

Aerocar’s design was certified and granted approval by 

the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). 

 

The Aerocar in flight 

Historians have reported that only six Aerocar models 

were ever produced. Taylor’s Aerocar was first 

introduced to the public in 1950. It had a top speed of 

67 mph, a cruising speed of 55-60 mph and was 

considered one of the first realistic flying automobiles 

ever seen. 

 

An Aerocar sales flier 

Throughout Taylor’s career, he wanted to innovate and 

create a new way for people to travel. His small flying 

vehicle was the visionary’s concept to true 

transportation freedom. The Aerocar introduced the 

advantages of a true flying automobile experience and 

reminded me of the flying car that George drove on the 

popular 1960s cartoon series “The Jetsons.”    



 

 

An Aerocar plastic model, 1961 

DOES ANYONE READING THIS MCB HAVE 

THIS MODEL, IF SO, PLEASE ROUTE INFO TO 

THE MCB EDITOR THANKS, Dr. V 

Not only was the Aerocar designed to fly, it was also 

able to transform from automobile to aircraft. The 

Aerocar project cost more than $750,000 and many 

long hours were spent testing it both on the road and in 

the air. On the road, the vehicle was tested over more 

than 20,000 miles. The Aerocar had to comply with all 

the motor vehicle laws in place at the time from each 

state. 

 

An actual example of the Taylor Aerocar 

While the Aerocar generated positive interest from the 

both media and consumers alike, Taylor could not find 

an automaker or aircraft company to manufacture his 

product in mass numbers due to safety concerns. In 

1970, the Ford Motor Company expressed interest in 

the Aerocar project, however, with government safety 

concerns and environmental regulations, the idea went 

nowhere. In 1968, an Aerocar III was built, and today, 

it is on display at the Museum of Flight in Seattle, 

Washington. 

 

There is an Aerocar III on display at the Seattle, 

Washington Museum of Flight 

In conclusion, when Taylor passed away, his design of 

the Aerocar was put on display for future generations 

to see at several museums. His creative automotive 

design that could also fly will always be remembered 

in our history books. 

Bibliography 

“The Taylor Aerocar: History of a Flying Car.” Motor 

Trend, April 23, 2020.  

Weiss, Arturo. “The Story of the Taylor Aerocar.” 

Simple Flying, June 26, 2022. 

Cipalla, Rita. “The Aerocar, a Combination Car and 

Plane, Makes Its First Public Flight in Longview on 

December 8, 1949.” HistoryLink.org, Essay 20930. 

December 3, 2019. 

 

Dr.V has attached a simple ad from days gone 

byé a vintage Kmart add for discount hobby 

models circa 1966.  

 



 

 

 

A) To those who were alive and remember 

vintage Kmart before its stores became rotting 

80ôs leftover layouts under Sears 

managementé What are your Kmart model 

car stories, or events, or weird situations that 

happened there? 

B) Out of 3 car kits pictured in the ad, which ones 

were only issued once in their original 

configuration and which one pictured was 

modified and reissued several times over the 

years? 

 

This Honda F1 Model 

Costs More Than a Real 

Car 

Honda and Amalgam are collaborating to make a 

limited run of 1:8-scale RA272 F1 cars priced at 

$28,995 a piece. There's a smaller, cheaper option too. 

ANDREW P. COLLINS 

AUG 8, 2025 10:00 AM EDT 

 

 

 
Honda 

Honda is collaborating with Amalgam to make a 

small run of hand-built RA272 Formula 1 car 

miniature models. The run will include 30 units 

at 1:8 scale for $28,995, and 300 in 1:18 scale 

for $1,735. So, not the kind of thing you should 

let your little nephew bash against your 
baseboard. But they sure do look gorgeous. 

The Japanese automaker is commemorating the 

60th anniversary of its first F1 win at the 1965 

Mexico Grand Prix with these art pieces. Each 

uses 1,600 “precision-engineered parts” and 

comes with a signed certificate of authenticity 

and commemorative booklet 

from HRC President Koji 

Watanabe. Amalgam is a well-established 

purveyor of super-fine car models and has 

offered quite a few automotive miniatures with 

five-figure price tags, so it’s a logical partner for 
such a project. 

https://www.thedrive.com/authors/andrew-p-collins
https://www.thedrive.com/news/this-honda-f1-model-costs-more-than-a-real-car#comments
https://www.thedrive.com/news/this-honda-f1-model-costs-more-than-a-real-car#comments
https://www.thedrive.com/category/honda-news
https://www.thedrive.com/news/meeting-the-guardians-of-hondas-first-winning-f1-car
https://www.thedrive.com/category/f1
https://www.thedrive.com/news/hondas-new-in-house-performance-parts-operation-has-potential-to-be-awesome
https://www.amalgamcollection.com/


 

These new Honda models will be trotted out to 

the public at The Quail, an exclusive car show 

shindig that takes place during and 

near Monterey Car Week. It’s as good a spot as 

any to show off multi-thousand-dollar models; 

tickets to get into that party are something like 

$1,500. There will definitely be people there 
who can find $28,995 in their couch cushions. 

The level of detail is mind-blowing (this is the 

1:8 version). Honda 

Honda says that around 4,500 hours were spent 

developing the tooling to make the 1:8-scale 

model, with another 450 hours spent casting, 
painting, dialing in, and assembling each model. 

“The patterns for the model were created using 

extraordinarily accurate digital scans captured in 

the Honda Collection Hall,” Honda shared in a 

press release, “and hundreds of period 

photographs of the original car during the 1965 

season and specifically as raced in the Mexico 
GP.” 

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

¶  

The real RA272, the car Honda campaigned with 

for its second season in F1, was, of course, 

incredibly cool too. Running a 1.5-liter V12 

turning out 230 horsepower, it revved to 12,000 

rpm and played a key role in cementing Honda 

as a powerhouse in motorsports. 

The 1965 Mexico GP win, with Richie Ginther 

in the driver’s seat, was the first for a Japanese 

car, engine, or team in the sport. And at the time, 

Honda had only been in the car business for a 
couple of years. 

And since this little model is all about details, 

you might as well enjoy every image Honda has 

shared of it. Take a scroll: 

RA272 1:8-Scale Model 

https://www.thedrive.com/guides-and-gear/heres-how-ultra-rich-car-enthusiasts-mod-and-option-cars-tales-from-the-quail-2022
https://www.thedrive.com/news/monterey-police-handed-out-so-many-tickets-during-car-week
https://www.thedrive.com/news/meeting-the-guardians-of-hondas-first-winning-f1-car


 



 

Honda 

RA272 1:18-Scale Model 

The 1:18 version isn’t nearly as intricate, but it’s 

also much less money. And still pretty neat to 

examine. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Model Mercantile Market  
 
       "Wanted or For Sale" section… 

 

WANTED: Stock wheel and tire for AMT 
’64 Chevrolet Covair annual kit or 

promo.  
 



 

Contact John Heyer at 

oldie383@gmail.com or his cell phone 
631-575-6923.  

 
 

WANTED: CAR MODEL Magazine May 
1974 issue. Will pay $20 for it in 

excellent condition. 
WANTED: AMT 1969 LINCOLN unbuilt 

kit. Will buy or have many vintage kits 
available for trade. 

 
Contact Gary Weickart at 631-581-

5834 or gweickart@aol.com. 
 

WANTED:  Large diameter wheels, 

tires, and disc brakes from  
Revell/AMT/Tamiya/Aoshima/ect. 

kits. 1/24th and 1/25th scale. () 
WANTED:  Modular and modern motors 

like LS1s, HEMIs, DOHC 5.4 Cobra 
motors, import motors like Toyota 2JZ 

and Nissan Skyline RB. 1/24th and 
1/25th scale. 

WANTED:  Vortech style 
superchargers, blower superchargers 

from 2007/2010 Shelby GT500 and 
Revell Ford Mustang Mach III concept 

car, and turbochargers.  1/24th and 
1/25th scale. 

WANTED: Revell/Monogram 1971 

Plymouth GTX “Shaker” hood and 
scoop. 

 
Contact Richard Manri @ 631-589-6876 

or his email picorro93@gmail.com to 
negotiate price or trade for the three 

above. 

 

 
 

July 2025  Meeting picture s 
 

 

mailto:oldie383@gmail.com
mailto:gweickart@aol.com
mailto:picorro93@gmail.com


 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

Hope to s ee you all 

at the  mtg !  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LIARS Annual (202 5 ) INPUT AND PROFILE 

SHEET:  

Here is your chance to have some input 

into this club without having everyone 

know where it came from.  If you have a 

suggestion, an idea, or a problem you 

would like to discuss please put it in 

writing on this sheet and it will be 

discussed at the next meeting. Please 

bring your filled out sheet with you, or you 

can email it to your editors email address 

on the first page header. ALL subjects and 

suggestions will be brought up in front of 

the club.  

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO SIGN THIS SHEET.  

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

______________________________________________ 

________________________________________________

______________________

 

LIARS  Profile: (name)___________________________(Can be your LIARS nickname or anonymous  panhandleé) 

o How long have you been building models? _______________________________________________________ 

o How long have you been a member of LIARS? ___________________________________________________ 

o What do you usually build? ___________________________________________________________________ 

o Where do you usually build? __________________________________________________________________ 

o How many models do you have? _______________________________________________________________ 

o Have you ever had any failed builds that were scrapped or recycled for other projects? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Have you ever parted out old finished builds and recycled their contents for new projects? 

________________________________________________________ 

 

o How many unbuilt models do you have? ________________________________________________________ 

o What are your favorite 3 models you have built? ________________________________________________ 

o Have you ever won an award for building a model? ______________________________________________ 

o What 3 models should win an all time kit of the (last) century award? _______________________________ 

o What 3 models are so horrible that you would buy them just to protect others from having to build them? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What was the dumbest, most boneheaded mistake youôve made in the past? (Can be model or general related) 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

o Was there any kit you regretted ever purchasing? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

o What do you drive now? _____________________________________________________________________ 

o Are you bitter about anything? _______________________________________________________________ 

o Are you saving your pennies for something fun to drive? __________________________________________ 

o With an unlimited budget, what 10 full size cars would you have in your garage? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What (if any) person (living or dead) in the 1:1 automotive world would you like to meet? ______________ 

o Do you go to model car shows? ________________________________________________________________ 

o What are your favorite model car shows and why?________________________________________________ 

o Do you have kids & if so, do they share your passion? _____________________________________________ 

o Did you build models with them? ______________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

LIARS MODEL CAR CHALLENGE COMING 

NOVEMBER 2025. DETAILS AND FLYER 

TBA.  


