
 

 
 

Been a while since we’ve seen.. 
 

 
 
 

Richard Manri 

(631)-589-6876 

picorro93@gmail.com 

          

 

Meeting themes: 

 

“Annual Christmas party (food provided, members can bring desert and 
beverages) and run wbat you’ve brung!”  

 

Discuss further planning for our club, 2026 show, addressing “road bumps”… 

 

Dominick Gerace 

(631)-834-4223 

Superbird440@juno.com 

Donna Lee Seagraves 
(516)-384-7288 

dleesea@ymail.com 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Scenes from the Nov MTG… 

 
NONE! Seriously, who wants to see a bunch of dudes 

Standing and waddling outside waiting for lazy rec center people 
To open the doors, which unfortunately never happened! 

 
MCB Issue 419 

 
NEXT MEETING: THURSDAY December 18th @7:30 PM (Weather permitting) 

                  



 

The LONG ISLAND AUTO REPLICA SOCIETY (L.I.A.R.S.) Model Car Briefs is dedicated 

to bringing you the best and most up to date information about our great hobby of 
model building. 

 
Were in our 34th year as a Club; let’s hope we all stay healthy during this post COVID-

19 crisis and that we can all attain some measure of prosperity. Then perhaps we can 
build a new Club display in memory of Rich Argus… 

 
 

LIARS Web Page https://www.longislandautoreplicasociety.com/  LIARS- Car Model 
Building Club | New York 

LIARS Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/people/LIARS-Long-Island-Auto-
Replica-Society-Model-Car-Club/100057442748403/ 

 
 

MCB Contributors: Richard Manri, Dominick “Mickey” Gerace, Bill “Doc. V” Murray, Aaron Miller (for 

Petrolicious), Ronnie Schreiber (for Hagerdy), Murilee Martin (for Autoweek),  

 

 
From our LIARS Unofficial Official 
 

First, I would like to apologize for 

the November debacle. 30 or more 
people were left to stand out in the 

cold waiting for the Recreation Center 
to open. It never did. Unfortunately 

the only number I had was for inside 
the Recreation Center. Apparently this 

has happened in the past, and I was 
not there for those events. So, I did 

not realize I needed another number in 

case the center did not open.  
 

I do have that number now. And we 
will also be credited a month for next 

year. If anybody has any advice or 
suggestions in regards to this sort of 

thing or anything else that would 
interfere with our regularly scheduled 

meetings, please come forward and let 
me know. I’m still relatively new to 

this. 
  

Now on to better things! This 
month, we will have our annual 

Christmas party. Since we did not get 

to discuss it in November, we will be 
doing relatively the same thing we did 

last year, Pizzas, a 6 foot hero and 

drinks. Members are welcome to bring 

a dessert of their choice to share. 
Sorry if this comes off as a “Charlie 

Brown Christmas” to some of you. But 
remember, it’s all about being with 

friends and family around the holidays. 
Don’t be a Peppermint Patty, just come 

and have a good time!  
 

As for our finances after the show, 
which we would have discussed in 

November, that will be discussed in 
January with our business meeting. I 

will try to have a print out, of 

everything at the December meeting 
for anybody who wants to pick it up 

and look it over. But I do not want to 
eat up time discussing that in 

December when we should be eating 
food! 

  
If I don’t see some of you at the 

meeting, I’d like to wish you all a 
merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year! Thank you again to everybody! 
My schedule has been hectic working 

16 hour days, I could not have done 
this without you all!  

 

If you have an idea or suggestion to 
make, please inform our committee 

https://www.longislandautoreplicasociety.com/
https://www.longislandautoreplicasociety.com/


 

during meetings or contact our board 

members via their phones and/or 
emails. If there are any issues at the 

meetings or regarding other club 
matters, please inform us and we will 

handle them to the best of our extent. 
 

Also, please try to bring a canned 
good to donate for the center. We’ve 

all been guilty for being sporadic about 
this, but let’s think about those who 

are much less fortunate than us, 
especially as the holiday is 

approaching. Also try and bring a 
wrapped toy for a less fortunate young 

girl or boy and please mark it as to 

which gender it is appropriate. 
 

 
Thank you very much and see you 

all Thursday! 
 

Your unofficial official, 
 

Dominick ”McMonte” Gerace, 
 

 

 
 

Remember those folks who made a difference 

in your life in 2024 (good or bad) and use the 

lessons learned to be a better you. Life is made 

up of people, events and decisions. 2025 is a 

time to start fresh. So surround yourself with 

good people, be active, happy and make 

remainder of 2025 great. Richie. 

 
Some Words from the Editor At Large 

 

I apologize for any absences in 

responding to people. I’ve been caught 
up in many things and work.  

 
Last month, we had a brief  freezing 

mtg. in the parking lot  due to 
incompetence from the rec center (30 

or so of us basically just standing out 
in the parking lot for about an hour in 

30 degrees waiting for the doors to 
open!). Luckily current leadership has 

have numbers to call for the rec center 
and for whoever has the keys to open 

the building, so this event should not 
happen again especially going into 

warm and cold days of the winter 

months. 
 

Unfortunately, there are no mtg 
build pics this month. To make up for 

that and the so-called “lackluster” 
November MCB, yours truly has 

included various articles for reading 
enjoyment, or perhaps complain about 

over and over again! 
 

This month is our Chirstmas party, 
same deal as last year. Bring deserts 

and whatever else you’d like. No 
formal build theme ether, just run 

what you’ve bring! We will likely 

discuss all important stuff in Jan if all 
goes well. 

 
Welp, that’s all I got for this month!  

 
If anyone else have something to 

contribute or whatever, please do and 
send it over!  

 
See you all Thurdsay!  

 

 

 

 



 

How Hot Wheels And 
Slot Cars Prepared Me 
For Life As A Car 
Enthusiast 

by Aaron Miller – 

 
Some of my earliest memories are of playing with 

remote controlled cars in the driveway. I was your 

stereotypical only child with an overabundance of toys, 

and almost all of them were automotive in nature. If 

you don’t know me, it would be easy to think my 

parents—both car people themselves—systematically 

brainwashed me to lead a life centered around cars. In 

reality though, my toys weren’t propaganda; they were 

simply the only things I chose to play with. 

 

 

I never understood the point of action figures, 

especially if they were too big to use as crash test 

dummies in a scale model. Games like Hungry, 

Hungry Hippos and Chutes and Ladders provided zero 

intellectual stimulation. Cars were where my 

imagination lived, and I didn’t know it at the time, but 

the car toys of my formative years truly trained me for 

life as a car guy later on. They were my building 

blocks. Give me something with four wheels, and I’d 

figure out some way to be entertained, even from my 



 

earliest days. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

My LEGO kit was extensive, but don’t think for one 

second that’s not a car toy. I had streets galore that 

were perfect for Hot Wheels to drive around on. I built 

houses, sure, but they were just the oversized garages 

so many of us wish we owned in adulthood. I had 

LEGO motors and gears, and I guess I was supposed to 

build pulley systems or use them to power an oversized 

space vehicle or some such imaginative build. I used 

the motorized gears to try to grind paint off my Hot 

Wheels, which is when I learned that you need the 

right tools to do the job. While most kids played house, 

I played paint shop. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I had a bunch of 1:18 scale model Ferraris: a 250 GTO; 

both a 250 Testarossa and a then-new Testarossa; and a 

288 GTO were my toys of choice for years. I could 

pull the tires off and do a pit stop, pretend I was 



 

making the drive of my life on any track I could dream 

up on the carpet, and they’re also the models that 

taught me the most basic functions of a steering 

column. Not all whimsy and imagination then, this was 

my foray into the mechanical world too. I even once 

took my dad’s chamois, cut it, and wrapped it around 

the same LEGO gear (that absolutely doesn’t strip 

paint), and made my own preschool-aged buffer. I still 

think back to those days whenever I’m spending an 

afternoon in my garage now, “playing” with my 

random orbital. Also in the enduring memory bank 

is that one time that my mom caught me playing with 

her nail polish. What a mistake that was: I completely 

ruined the finish on that poor 250 GTO when I tried to 

give it a clear coat. Not even my LEGO-chamois 

buffer could undo my blunder. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

By the time I was old enough to crawl up on the 

kitchen counter, I had a whole new range of scenarios 

to subject my cars to. I learned so much just by 

sending Hot Wheels flying down my laminate drag 

strip. Some would go further than others, some would 

spin, and others just turned, usually right off the 

seaside cliff, a role played dutifully by our countertop. 

It didn't stop there though, as I soon discovered dish 

soap was the great equalizer, and my new challenge 

became how far I could get the cars to go in a straight 

line before they’d spin or Thelma & Louise themselves 

to the floor. I didn’t realize it then, and it would be 

well over another decade before I could even put the 

lessons to use, but I was teaching myself the basics 

of countersteering (quite literally). My favorite toys 

though, by far, were my TYCO slot cars. Long after I 

stopped playing with it, I measured my kit, and found 

that I had over a quarter mile of track—a real quarter 

mile, not scale. I had a ridiculously cool start-finish 

straight that featured a “tachometer” and a fuel gauge 

that measured the current and actually deducted “fuel” 

from your “tank.” If it ran out, your car stopped. 

Otherwise known as the basics of pit strategy. 

 



 

 

 
 

 
That’s not why I loved my TYCO, though. Playing 

with those slot cars is how I transitioned from car guy 

(kid), to a full-grown and full-bore gear head. I was 

probably five or six years old, maybe seven, when I 

first sprayed part of the track with Armor All to make 

it slick. I wanted to do a burnout. I eventually figured 

out that it really did work, but happened so quickly as 

to not even be remotely satisfying. 

 

 

 



 

 
So, I began souping the cars up without knowing what 

that meant. After hours spent lapping, I noticed that 

some were faster than others, so I started swapping 

parts back and forth. Eventually, I figured out that 

some had softer tires (though that barely mattered), 

others had motors that spun more freely, or stronger 

magnets that better kept the car glued to the track. I 

mixed and matched until I had the best of everything 

on a single car. I even learned that if I slid the little 

drive gear out just a little, it would spin the rear wheels 

more easily. Too far, though, and it would slip. 

Remove the body entirely, and it would be an order of 

magnitude quicker. I had never heard of Colin 

Chapman back then, but I’d just learned the "simplify, 

and add lightness" lesson all on my own, in 

my miniaturized automotive world. 

 

I had no idea, obviously, that I’d grow up to spend my 

free time doing much the same thing with 1:1 scale 

cars. In many regards, the toys of my childhood are 

exactly the same as the toys of my adulthood. They 

prepared me for life as a grownup car guy, even if I’ve 

never fully grown up. 

 
 

 
Vintage ads courtesy of Hot Wheels, Matchbox, 



 

Bburago, Corgi, LEGO, slot car photo by Mark 

Schindler 

 

 

How plastic model cars 

stoked interest in their 

real-life peers—and vice 

versa 
Ronnie Schreiber  

 

Most car enthusiasts older than about eight years old 

have likely assembled a plastic scale model car kit at 

one time or another, though the hobby is long past its 

golden years of the 1960s. It shouldn’t surprise you 

that like their full-scale siblings, much of the history of 

plastic scale-model cars took place in and around 

Detroit. While California’s Revell and Chicago’s 

Monogram were major players in the model kit 

industry, they didn’t concentrate on model cars. It was 

companies in the Detroit area, Jo-Han, AMT, and later 

MPC, that provided the foundation for the model car 

kit industry. 

While some histories put AMT as the originators of the 

plastic model car, that acronym actually stands for 

Aluminum Model Toys, which Detroit attorney West 

Gallogly Jr. started in 1948 to make cast aluminum 

scale-model Fords. Gallogly had family connections to 

Ford, and the models were marketed as promotional 

items through Ford dealers. 

While plastics like celluloid and Bakelite were in use 

in the first half of the 20th century, the development of 

acrylic and other more advanced polymers during 

World War II gave postwar entrepreneurs new 

materials to use making consumer goods. 

Product Miniature Company, known as PMC, was 

started by brothers Ed and Paul Ford in Milwaukee in 

1946. At the time, car dealers gave away promotional 

metal cars used as coin banks made by companies like 

Banthrico. PMC made car shaped coin banks, only 

molded from cellulose acetate. The company had at 

least some success as the line stayed in production 

until 1965. Cellulose acetate, however, has a tendency 

to warp, and the company was slow to embrace 

styrene-based plastics, which were both more 

dimensionally stable and also could be molded in finer 

detail. Perhaps that was why PMC abandoned making 

model cars in 1965, at a time when that industry was 

booming. 

eBay/king4kash2 
In between the founding of PMC and AMT, in 1947 a 

Detroit-based tool and die maker named John Hanley 

started a company to make promotional advertising 

specialties and model aircraft. He also made industrial 

models. Hanley got into making model cars after 

producing a model of Chrysler’s then-new fluid drive 

automatic transmission used for training mechanics. 

That led to a contract to produce promotional models 

of vehicles for the automaker. In the 1950s, 

automakers came to the conclusion that “the little ones 

sell the big ones,” and just about every brand of cars 

had promotional scale models, typically in 1:25 scale, 

that they would ostensibly give away to the children of 

prospective customers—though the only times my 

older brother and I got any was after our father or 

grandfather actually bought new cars. 

Marketplace 
Buy and sell classics with confidence 

Browse Marketplace 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

As Ideal Models took off, a potential trademark 

conflict with the much larger Ideal Toy company was 

resolved by renaming the company Jo-Han, after 

Hanley’s names. While Jo-Han produced models for 

Oldsmobile, Cadillac, Studebaker, and American 

Motors, the company was closely associated with 

Chrysler. It continued to make plastic promotional 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/markschindler1200/8363631246
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markschindler1200/8363631246
https://www.hagerty.com/media/author/rschreiber/
https://www.hagerty.com/drivers-club/my-garage/marketplace/search?sortBy=ending_soonest&type=auctions
https://www.hagerty.com/drivers-club/my-garage/marketplace/auction/34be2b80-6205-4452-8736-1491bc8640c1
https://www.hagerty.com/drivers-club/my-garage/marketplace/auction/34be2b80-6205-4452-8736-1491bc8640c1
https://www.hagerty.com/drivers-club/my-garage/marketplace/auction/91bb2ea1-1d07-4bc8-a183-c332e276bc7d
https://www.hagerty.com/drivers-club/my-garage/marketplace/auction/91bb2ea1-1d07-4bc8-a183-c332e276bc7d
https://www.hagerty.com/drivers-club/my-garage/marketplace/auction/c60995de-a954-48c8-aaf5-a85f57457186
https://www.hagerty.com/drivers-club/my-garage/marketplace/auction/c60995de-a954-48c8-aaf5-a85f57457186
https://www.hagerty.com/drivers-club/my-garage/marketplace/auction/ee65de22-5918-4c17-b77b-b501d33bf523
https://www.hagerty.com/drivers-club/my-garage/marketplace/auction/ee65de22-5918-4c17-b77b-b501d33bf523
https://www.hagerty.com/drivers-club/my-garage/marketplace/auction/bc30d643-6391-4cdd-b995-2a699126942f
https://www.hagerty.com/drivers-club/my-garage/marketplace/auction/bc30d643-6391-4cdd-b995-2a699126942f
https://www.hagerty.com/drivers-club/my-garage/marketplace/auction/6940ebff-4837-47d3-a34a-3b5bca4cd2fb
https://www.hagerty.com/drivers-club/my-garage/marketplace/auction/6940ebff-4837-47d3-a34a-3b5bca4cd2fb
https://www.hagerty.com/drivers-club/my-garage/marketplace/auction/1662c9f4-8dc0-4f05-9cba-73e32d3adec2
https://www.hagerty.com/drivers-club/my-garage/marketplace/auction/1662c9f4-8dc0-4f05-9cba-73e32d3adec2
https://www.hagerty.com/drivers-club/my-garage/marketplace/auction/0a2e1003-4eb3-4095-923c-b26948bd5db3
https://www.hagerty.com/drivers-club/my-garage/marketplace/auction/0a2e1003-4eb3-4095-923c-b26948bd5db3


 

models until 1979, its last promo model being the 1979 

Cadillac Coupe de Ville. AMT made promos for Ford, 

and later MPC would work primarily with General 

Motors. 

eBay/billwills 
Getting back to West Gallogly, in 1948 he set up AMT 

in a shop on Detroit’s Eight Mile Road. As mentioned, 

Gallogly was an attorney with a practice to run, so in 

the early 1950s he hired George Toteff Jr. to run AMT 

for him. Toteff was a skilled pattern maker with an 

understanding of manufacturing. He would often say 

that a model car company was very much like an 

actual automaker, with many of the same engineering 

and production departments, they just made smaller 

cars. During the industry’s heyday, it made models of 

virtually every production car built in America. To get 

a leg up on competitors, model car kit makers even 

used industrial spies and possibly even bribes to get 

early details on new car models yet to be introduced. 

The design process was the reverse of how the big car 

companies did it. A typical automotive design studio 

starts with a sketch, creates a detailed rendering, and 

then sculpts a scale model, usually in 1:10 scale, before 

scaling it up to a full-size clay model. At AMT, artists 

would reproduce the full-scale cars in 1:10 scale, 

which were then reduced to 1:25 using pantographs. 

By 1949, modern injection molding presses started 

proliferating. Plastic bodies could be molded in a 

spectrum of colors, eliminating the need for painting. 

In time, Toteff would also implement a method for 

vacuum deposition of a chrome-looking finish on 

plastic that is used to this day in the making of 

brightwork for actual automobiles. 

eBay/toymaster12usa 
Gallogly switched to plastic bodies and renamed the 

company to its acronym, AMT. In the early days of 

plastic model kits, car bodies were made similarly to 

how real cars were assembled, glued up from different 

panels. That made alignment and assembly of the 

bodies fairly difficult for a child. Toteff developed 

“side sliding” injection molds that allowed the molding 

of complete, detailed bodies in one piece, greatly 

simplifying assembly. 

In 1958, someone at AMT, likely George Toteff, came 

up with what in retrospect was an obvious, though 

brilliant idea. The promotional car models were sold to 

the dealers in ready-to-play form, already assembled. 

At that time, the West Coast hot rod scene was 

exploding, and custom car makers like Dean Jeffries, 

George Barris, and Detroit’s Alexander Brothers were 

putting wild customs on the covers of magazines. Also, 

at the time, there were the well established model 

airplane and boat building hobbies. 

AMT decided to take unassembled promotional 

models, add some extra parts, including popular 

automotive accessories like fender skirts and 

continental kits, and sell them in kit form for the hobby 

market. They were marketed as “3-In-1” kits that could 

be assembled three different ways: as a stock 

production car, some kind of performance or race car, 

or in customized form. Toteff also figured out that 

splitting some parts to be molded separately allowed 

AMT to sell model convertibles and hardtops in the 

same kits. 



 

One of AMT’s early model kits, for a Buick, sold more 

than a half-million units. By 1959, AMT offered 10 

model car kits, including a Corvette, a Lincoln, and an 

Edsel model that itself may have sold better than the 

real thing. 

eBay/dukeofdoowop 
While they were not exactly inexpensive—for 

example, the 1959 3-in-1 Ford retailed for $1.39, or 

about $12.50 in 2020 (a lot of money for a kid)—the 

new kits were a huge success, essentially creating a 

new segment in the hobby industry. It should be noted 

that the hobby market is distinct from that of toys in 

general. That would create problems decades later 

when large toy companies bought some model kit 

makers and tried to market model kits through their 

traditional toy supply chains. 

Another innovation of Toteff’s was switching from 

acetate, which warped, to styrene, which was more 

stable, could mold finer details, and also could be 

easily assembled with solvent based glues. In 1959 Jo-

Han followed AMT’s lead, moving to the more durable 

and stable plastic, and also started making 3-in-1 kits. 

eBay/clap4mee 
As mentioned above, the custom scene was 

burgeoning, so AMT made licensing deals with many 

of the leading customizers of the day, including Barris, 

Jeffries, Bill Cushenberry, and Gene Winfield. Jo-Han 

countered with accurate, detailed reproductions of 

NASCAR racers, starting with Richard Petty’s 1964 

Daytona 500 winning Plymouth. 

Around that same time, George Toteff decided to leave 

AMT to set up his own company, Model Products 

Corporation, better known as MPC, in Mt. Clemens, 

Michigan, just north of Detroit. The parting was on 

amicable terms, and there were deals to license molds 

and models in both directions. Toteff was also able to 

keep the license with Dean Jeffries, the result of which 

was one of the most successful model car kits ever, 

Jeffries’ Monkeemobile for the fabricated-four’s 1960s 

television series. 

eBay/heroscamera_5 
While the model car kit industry thrived in the ’60s, a 

decade later tastes in hobbies had changed. Many of 

the boys who were active model builders were now 

teens working on real cars and dating girls, not playing 

with model kits. Automakers and dealers soured on 

giving away the relatively expensive, finely detailed 

promotional models, and after the 1973 oil embargo 

plastics started getting more costly. 

MPC was eventually bought by General Mills, for the 

food processor’s toy division. Wisely, it retained 

Toteff, who ended up running Lionel trains after 

General Mills bought that company too. Ever the 

innovator, Toteff introduced low-friction wheels and 

needle bearings that allowed Lionel’s existing engines 

to pull longer trains. He also introduced the “sound of 

steam” sound effects to model trains. 

In 1977, AMT was bought out by Lesney, the British 

maker of Matchbox diecast models, and its facilities 

were moved out of the Detroit area to Baltimore. In the 

early 1980s, AMT was saved from brand death when it 

was sold to modelmaker Ertl, just prior to Lesney’s 

bankruptcy. 

When General Mills decided to divest from its core 

businesses, Ertl also bought MPC. Both MPC and 

AMT brands then operated under Ertl, which has since 

sold them to Round 2, in South Bend, Indiana, a 

company which also owns the Lindberg and Hawk 

model brands. 



 

Jo-Han stayed in business until 1991 by reissuing 

models based on their old molds. That year the 

company was bought by Seville, a Detroit area vendor 

of plastic parts to the automotive industry, although 

things didn’t work out and Jo-Han models disappeared 

from shelves for a few years. 

In 2000, model enthusiast Okey Spaulding bought the 

Jo-Han brand and molds from Seville, putting some 

classic models back into limited production, but that 

enterprise seems to be now restricted to selling parts, 

not complete model kits. 

George Toteff had some success reviving the Lindberg 

brand of model kits in the early 1990s, using old 

molds. He died in 2011 at the age of 85. He once said 

that the only job he ever had was making models. 

Toteff had few equals. Though it has produced many, 

many millions of model kits, the model car kit industry 

was actually the product of a small number of men: 

Gallogly and Toteff at AMT and MPC, Hanley at Jo-

Han, Revell’s Lew Glaser, and the men who founded 

Monogram, Jack Besser and Bob Reder. 

That small circle created a hobby that has provided 

countless hours of entertainment for millions of 

people, young and old. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Car Model Kits of the 

Legendary Akihabara 

Yodobashi Store in Tokyo 

With thousands of kits on 

the shelves, try to leave 

without buying a few 

dozen! 

By Murilee Martin 

 

With thousands of kits on the shelves, try to leave 
without buying a few dozen! 

BY MURILEE MARTIN 

  
MURILEE MARTIN 

I just spent a couple of weeks in Japan, my first 

trip there since I wrote about the Toyota Century 

assembly line five years back. Back in 2019, 

I bought some model car kits to bring home, but 

came to realize later on that I had failed to 

document just how thoroughly insane the kit 

selection is in that nation of fanatically devoted 

model builders. 

To give you the idea, I dropped into the 

famous Yodobashi Camera store in 

Tokyo's Akihabara neighborhood, whose sixth 

floor boasts thousands of tempting car models, 

and photographed all of those kits. 

 

 

 

Most of the kits found on the toy floor of the 

Akiba Yodobashi aren't even cars; if you seek to 

build a room-sized diorama of, say, the Battle of 

https://www.autoweek.com/author/224274/murilee-martin/
https://www.autoweek.com/author/224274/murilee-martin/
https://www.autoweek.com/car-life/a62815600/suzuki-solio-police-interceptor-protects-ishikawa-prefecture/
https://www.autoweek.com/drives/a2135311/best-car-world-building-toyota-century/
https://www.autoweek.com/drives/a2135311/best-car-world-building-toyota-century/
https://www.autoweek.com/car-life/a1719626/scale-model-kit-week-1-24-scale-toyota-estima-previa-police-van/
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https://www.yodobashi.com/ec/store/floor/0018/
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https://www.britannica.com/event/Battle-of-Tsushima
http://www.autoweek.com/photos/g62839819/the-car-model-kits-of-the-akihibara-yodobashi-camera-store-in-tokyo/


 

Tsushima, this place offers all the ship kits you'd 

need. 

 

 
 

MURILEE MARTIN 

You might consider some of Yodobashi's 

countless military vehicle kits to be cars, 

technically speaking, but I'm limiting this article 

to ordinary cars, trucks and related vehicles. 

 

 

 

MURILEE MARTIN 

Likewise, there's an entire long aisle devoted to 

motorcycle and scooter kits. Cool as 

the Aoshima 1/12-scale Honda 

Motocompo and Monkey kits are, out-of-control 

scope creep of this article had to be prevented. 

 

 

 
 

 

MURILEE MARTIN 

Take my word for it, the selection of two-

wheeler kits is staggering. 

 

 

 

MURILEE MARTIN 

Then there are the invertebrate and dinosaur kits. 

You could get into real trouble in this place! 

 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Battle-of-Tsushima
https://www.reddit.com/r/modelmakers/comments/12twm4t/just_finished_this_aoshima_112_honda_motocompo/?rdt=32995
https://www.reddit.com/r/modelmakers/comments/12twm4t/just_finished_this_aoshima_112_honda_motocompo/?rdt=32995
https://www.hlj.com/1-12-scale-honda-monkey-fighting-red-aos11169


 

 
 

 

MURILEE MARTIN 

It took a great deal of willpower to put this 

model crayfish back on the shelf, I tell you what. 

 

 

 

 

MURILEE MARTIN 

What makes this kit selection even better is that 

the dollar-to-yen exchange rate is extremely 

favorable for those bringing their greenbacks to 

Japan. 

 

 

 

 

 

MURILEE MARTIN 

Most of these kits list for ¥1,500 to ¥2,500, 

which comes to about $10 to $16 at the time of 

this writing. Yodobashi will sell them to you tax-

free, too, provided you show your (non-

Japanese) passport and promise not to resell 

them in Japan. 

 

 

 

 

MURILEE MARTIN 

Of course, the super-high-quality and/or extra-

big kits sell for a lot more. I agonized over this 

incredible 1/32 Bandai reproduction of the 

"Ippiki Momojiro" dekotora truck from the 

1970s Torakku Yaro movie series, the ¥17,620 

($115) price tag for which still seemed like a 

https://japanshopping.org/ja/know/tips/detail/tax_free
https://japanshopping.org/ja/know/tips/detail/tax_free
https://www.aoshima-bk.co.jp/en/product/4905083066492/
https://www.aoshima-bk.co.jp/en/product/4905083066492/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XgtUrUrYGyA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XgtUrUrYGyA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUG8keRRF2g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUG8keRRF2g


 

steal. Yes, Bandai makes a whole line of massive 

kits of the Torakku Yaro trucks—collect them 

all! 

 
 

 

 

MURILEE MARTIN 

Considering that it took me several years to get 

around to building the Estima Police Interceptor 

(aka Cop Previa) kit, I knew that I'd never find 

time to build the orders-of-magnitude-more-

complex Ippiki Momojiro dekotora kit, so I left 

it there. I may yet pay big yen to acquire a 

genuine NOS Mad Police Destroyer Nissan 

Cedric kit, though, and that would get assembled 

right away. 

 

 

 

MURILEE MARTIN 

In fact, I visited some of the vintage-kit shops 

around Akihabara in search of Mad Police kits. 

Store employees were impressed that I was hip 

enough to seek out those kits, but they had none 

in stock. This is the Leonardo LG store, which 

I'll write more about later on. 

 

 
 

 

MURILEE MARTIN 

Instead, I had to content myself with 

Yodobashi's numerous kei van kits. I wanted to 

get a kit I could build as a likeness of my daily-

driven 1996 Subaru Sambar Dias II Maleza 

Super Charger, but how could anyone resist a 

Sambar fire truck kit? 

 

 

 

MURILEE MARTIN 

https://www.autoweek.com/car-life/a1822961/scale-model-kit-week-mad-police-destroyer/
https://www.autoweek.com/car-life/a1822961/scale-model-kit-week-mad-police-destroyer/
https://www.scalemates.com/shops/shop.php?id=3094
https://www.capitalone.com/cars/learn/finding-the-right-car/what-its-like-to-drive-a-tiny-kei-car-in-the-us/2455
https://www.capitalone.com/cars/learn/finding-the-right-car/what-its-like-to-drive-a-tiny-kei-car-in-the-us/2455
https://www.autoweek.com/car-life/classic-cars/a39960919/when-kei-van-dreams-become-kei-van-reality/
https://www.autoweek.com/car-life/classic-cars/a39960919/when-kei-van-dreams-become-kei-van-reality/


 

I'm sadly lacking in knowledge of manga and 

anime, which was a problem since Yodobashi's 

selection of kits from those universes 

is overwhelming, to put it mildly. However, 

I did run across a big section of Initial D kits, 

which are in a different section of the store than 

the regular car models. 

 

 
 

 

 

MURILEE MARTIN 

They've got aftermarket wheels in 1/24 scale, so 

you can customize your kits. And you should.

 

 

 

 

 

MURILEE MARTIN 

How about pre-customized kits, of which there 

are plenty? No model collection is truly 

complete without at least one apiece slammed 

JDM Toyota Hilux and Datsun 720 pickups. 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.autoweek.com/car-life/a1886781/initial-d-reboot-hit-theaters-august/


 

 

 

 

MURILEE MARTIN 

As you'd expect, this place is fully stocked with 

paint and tools. You're not supposed to bring 

flammable liquids on airplanes, unfortunately. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

MURILEE MARTIN 

Do Tamiya R/C cars count as model kits? Of 

course they do. 

This content is imported from YouTube. You 

may be able to find the same content in another 

format, or you may be able to find more 

information, at their web site. 

Yodobashi Camera Akihibara car model 
department 

 

Watch on  

To add to the sensory overload, Yodobashi 

blasts their theme song (which borrows the tune 

from the Battle Hymn of the Republic) 

incessantly over the store's PA system, 

interspersed with descriptions of the floor guide 

in Japanese, English, and Mandarin. You'll get 

used to it, maybe. 

 

 

MURILEE MARTIN 

Keep in mind that Yodobashi Camera is just one 

of many shops selling car model kits in the 

Akihabara neighborhood. I suggest bringing an 

extra suitcase just for kits when you visit Japan. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TgOS6LTfVyI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bnx85z78O2w
https://www.igluemodels.com/post/exploring-the-akihabara-model-shops
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TgOS6LTfVyI


 

 

Dr. V was perusing Spotlight Hobbies website and he 

came across “ Is there a site that has cover photos and 

indexes for the various model magazines? *NM* -- curb -- 

12/5/2025. He then noted … 

 Be sure to look around. There are numerous titles 

available on this website. Not just "Modeling". 

*NM* (Rich/NV -- 12/5/2025, 7:05 pm 

WOW! Model Car Trivia   Model and Slot Cars -- Magazine 

Covers 1959 to 2000 

\ http://wwwboard2.spotlighthobbies.com/cgi-

bin/bbs62x/webbbs_config.pl?md=index;page=1   

Site Map 

TITLES 

Auto World Catalogs (included below) 

Car Model 

Model Car & Racing 

Model Car & Track 

Model Car Science 

Model Cars Illustrated 

Rod and Custom Models 

Scale Auto Enthusiast 

 
The images of magazine covers are accessed by the links 

to the above left. Simply click on each magazine title to 

see the covers. 

 
MODEL CAR KITS: 

There is a long history of car model building that goes 

back to the time when the automobile first appeared. 

Collectors and kids wanted scale models of the real thing. 

Early hand-built models might have been made from 

brass, tin, or wood. Toy manufacturers got in the game, 

and scale cars and trucks were made of diecast metal by 

companies such as Arcade and Tootsie Toy. In the late 

1930s, automobile manufacturers hired companies such 

as Banthrico, AMT, Ideal and PMC to build scale models of 

Detroit designs. Made from metal or plastic, these were 

given to car buyers and their kids to promote their new 

designs and generate orders for new cars. They were 

called promotional. 

The first model car kits were made by Ace and Berkeley 

and used wood components. But Revell pioneered the 

plastic kit with their 1910 Maxwell model that was 

essentially a pull toy.  

Revell later launched the Highway Pioneers series (under 

various licensed manufactures. In 1957, Budd Anderson at 

AMT had the idea to offer plastic promotional models as 

kits along with extra customizing features. This allowed 

kids and adults to be creative and build any car they 

wanted.( AMT &/or SMP both hardtops & Conv.) Other kit 

manufacturers such as Revell, Monogram and Jo-Han 

were in hot pursuit. These manufacturers used the above 

magazine titles at the left to promote their products. (It 

was an exciting era) 

SLOT CARS: 

Just as with model car kits, slot cars experienced the same 

rapid evolutions in technology and materials. Lionel 

pioneered an electric racing set that was offered from 

1912 to 1915. Marklin in Germany had a racing set from 

1934 to 1938, and Marx in the U.S. introduced the Electric 

Speedway in 1938. But after WW2, numerous innovations 

occurred in the U.K. including a monorail system, slot car 

tracks and both 1/32 and HO scale designs. Scalextric was 

introduced at a toy show in 1957, and other U.K. 

companies refined designs and introduced products - VIP, 

Wrenn, SRM, Airfix and others. 

In the U.S., the first commercial track appeared in 

Kalamazoo Michigan in 1956. This grew to an estimated 

3,000 to 5,000 commercial tracks by 1966. American 

manufacturers such as Aurora, Strombecker, AC Gilbert, 

Eldon, Revell and others introduced home racing sets, 

component parts and slot cars. Aurora's offering was HO 

scale and based on the design by Derek Brand in the U.K. 

 In 1963, the Wall Street Journal estimated the market 

size of the hobby at $100 Millon USD. 

THE GOLDEN AGE: 

https://board.spotlighthobbies.com/?page=1;md=read;id=435173
https://board.spotlighthobbies.com/?page=1;md=read;id=435173
https://board.spotlighthobbies.com/?page=1;md=read;id=435214
https://board.spotlighthobbies.com/?page=1;md=read;id=435214
https://board.spotlighthobbies.com/?page=1;md=read;id=435214
http://wwwboard2.spotlighthobbies.com/cgi-bin/bbs62x/webbbs_config.pl?md=index;page=1
http://wwwboard2.spotlighthobbies.com/cgi-bin/bbs62x/webbbs_config.pl?md=index;page=1
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/sitemap.html
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/autoworld.html
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/carmodel.html
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/modelcarracing.html
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/modelcartrack.html
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/modelcarscience.html
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/modelcarsillustrated.html
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/rodcustommodels.html
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/scaleautoenthusiast.html
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/0001 99W graphic images/model and slot cars.jpg


 

The stage was set for the golden era of model cars and 

slot cars in the U.S as indicated in the timeline below. The 

post WW2 kids ("boomers") who were born in 1946 and 

thereafter were reaching age 10 just as these plastic 

models and slot cars were widely available. The demand 

was high, and these magazines featured many "how to" 

articles and provided ideas for model construction. This 

boom was further enhanced by the America's long term 

love affair with the automobile and the huge interest in 

hot rods, customs, muscle cars, sports cars and motor 

racing that boomed after WW2. 

This boom lasted until the mid-1970s, when interest 

declined to a point where just the true hobbyists were 

left. This decline has been attributable to many factors: 

(1) the rising cost of plastics; (2) the emergence of radio 

controlled cars; (3) the effect of Japanese made tin toys; 

(4) the changing interests of the kids born late in the baby 

boom (which ended in 1964), and, (5) in general, the end 

of an exciting era as gas prices, safety and emissions 

regulations impacted the character of automobiles. 

The above timeline shows the major titles dedicated to 

car models and slot cars. Note that some automotive 

magazines such as Rod & Custom and Car Craft also had 

feature stories and product information on model cars. 

NOTE IAE with Copyrights, CONTACT US @ 

Email: info_99wspeedshop@yahoo.com 

Copyright 99W Speed, R.H. Carroll, Lake Oswego, OR 

 

For this MCB article Dr.V highlights Auto World Catalogs 
OVERVIEW: 
Auto World catalog was published either annually or semi-
annually by Oscar Koveleski in Scranton Pennsylvania. Mr 
Koveleski, a sports car racer, started a retail mail order 
service for models, tools, paints, supplies, slot cars and 
even custom bicycle parts. In the late 1950s and early 
1960s, this was the only way for kids to get the latest 
models. That's how I got mine!! 
Oscar started the business when he would take model kits 
of his Father's called "Li'l Old Timers" on his racing circuit. 
People repeatedly purchased from him and asked for 
more. He recognized the potential and created his first 
catalog in 1959. Besides his own catalog, he advertised 
heavily in other car and model magazines. These catalogs 
were readily available across the U.S., and early versions 
cost just $.25. 
As the hobby exploded, Mr. Koveleski got many letters 
from his target market of 12-15 year olds (including Dr. V) 
for information on modeling techniques. From this, he 
started Car Model magazine, the first in the market.  

During this time period, Dr. V would vacation in the 
Pocono’s each summer, and visit Oscar Koveleski in 
Scranton Pennsylvania on each visit…  WOW MEMORIES! 
PUBLICATION DATA: 
The publisher did NOT provide circulation data to a 
publishing compendia like N.W. Ayer. 
CONTENT COMPLETENESS: 
A total of 41 issues was printed from 1958 to 1992. We are 
missing only issue number 42, the last one. 

Unnumber 1

Unnumbered 2 

http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/autoworld.html
https://www.autoweek.com/racing/a35097590/scaa-hall-of-famer-auto-world-founder-oscar-koveleski-dies-at-88/
https://www.autoweek.com/racing/a35097590/scaa-hall-of-famer-auto-world-founder-oscar-koveleski-dies-at-88/
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1959 scale model cars no 2.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1960 scale model cars no 3.jpg


 

Unnumbered 3

Unnumber 4 

1962

1963 No 6

1964 No 7 

1965 No 8 

http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1961 scale model cars no 4.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1962 car models no 5a.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1962 car models no 5b.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1963 model cars no 6.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1964 model cars no 7.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1965 model cars no 8.jpg


 

1965-1/2 No 9 

1966 No 10

1966-1/2 No 11 

1967 No 12

1967 No 13

1967 No 14

http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1965-5 model cars no 9.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1966 model cars no 10.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1966-5 model cars no 11.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1967 model cars no 12.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1967 model cars no 14.jpg


 

1968 No 15

1968-1/2 No 16 

1969 No 17

1970 No 18

1970 Summer No 19

1971 No 20

http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1968 model cars no 15.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1968-5 model cars no 16.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1969 model cars no 17.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1970 model cars no 18.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1970-summer model cars no 19.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1971 model cars no 20.jpg


 

1971 Summer No 21 

1972 No 22

1972 No 23 

1973 No 24

1974 No 25

1974-1/2 No 26 

http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1971 model cars no 21.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1972 model cars no 22.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1972 model cars no 23.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1973 model cars no 24.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1974 model cars no 25.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1974-5 model cars no 26.jpg


 

1975 No 27

1976 No 28 

1977 No 29

1978 No 30

1979 No 31 

1980 No 32 

http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1975 model cars no 27.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1976 model cars no 28.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1977 model cars no 29.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1978 model cars no 30.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1979 model cars no 31.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1980-nbr32.jpg


 

1981 No 33 

1984 No 34

1985 No 35

1986 No 36

1987 No 37

1988 No 38 

http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1981-nbr33.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1984-nbr34.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1985-nbr35.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1986-nbr36.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1987-nbr37.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1988-nbr38.jpg


 

1989 No 39

1990 No 40

1991 No 41 
1992 No 42 Last issue (Dr. V believes he has a copy but 
cannot remember where he has it) 
DR.V also remembers visiting a local Farmingdale 
stationary story twice a year to purchase the latest Auto 
Word catalog. The store owner would put the latest 
catalog aside for me! (Consider this bribery…since I would 
also purchase other model related magazines…) 

Hope the LIARS (& others) can enjoy Dr.V’s memories as 
well! Enjoy your day, surfing the embedded links. Bill (Dr. 
V) Murray 
 

 

 
Dr. V suggests that the LIARS revive the Goldie Oldies of 

the LIARS group visits to model shows via a LIARS 

bus…perhaps in 2026, LIARS could rent a stretched 

limo…here is a candidate that is For Sale… (Well we did 

turn a show profit I think…) 

1997 Lincoln Town Car Excalibur-Style Limousine 

 
Sales pitch: It’s no stretch (ahem) to say the original 
Excalibur limousine was one of the only factory-built 
limos of its kind—not a traditional “cut-and-stretch” job, 
but a Neoclassic car born with a long torso and a silver 
spoon in hand.  
Roughly 3,500 examples were built and rides on a 1997 
Lincoln Town Car chassis. (It was refurbished in 2011, and 
has traveled nearly 200k miles…. which equates to how 
many Model shows? WOW! 
 
Side note…DR. V was introduced to the LIARS @ NNL East, 
when he noticed a bus arrive…loaded with LIARS! 
Eventually, Dr. V elected to join this rowdy modelers’ 
group. Today, we no longer have a designated 
commercial licensed driver… so a stretched limo fills the 
bill! Over to the LIARS board to consider a 2026 goal… 
An alternative 
https://bringatrailer.com/listing/go-kart-
62/?utm_source=dm&utm_medium=email&utm_campai
gn=2025-12-08 
L’Autopède Bus Ride & Power Car Go-Kart (built in the 
style of a European tour bus for use as an amusement 

https://bringatrailer.com/listing/1997-lincoln-town-car-33/?utm_source=dm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2025-12-04
https://bringatrailer.com/listing/go-kart-62/?utm_source=dm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2025-12-08
https://bringatrailer.com/listing/go-kart-62/?utm_source=dm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2025-12-08
https://bringatrailer.com/listing/go-kart-62/?utm_source=dm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2025-12-08
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1989-nbr39.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1990-nbr40.jpg
http://99wspeedshop.com.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Scale Model Magazine Covers/Auto World/1991-nbr41.jpg


 

park ride-in…well we are replica oriented… car modified 
to be linked to a ride-on motorized power unit. this go-
kart is now offered by the seller on behalf of the owner in 
Glen Cove, New York.) 

 
The bus and power car measure 119″ long by 45″ wide by 
47.5″ tall. 

 
The interior of the bus is accessed through a hinged side 
door. Inside, there is a black carpeted floor mat, two 
white steering wheels on a matching dash, and a bench 
and five individual seats trimmed in red vinyl upholstery. 

 
The bus was configured to be driven from the power unit, 
& Mickey is provided with a bolstered seat and a black 
steering wheel. Over to the LIARS Board… 
 
Next… Model Car Prices… 
Dr. V has been interested in Model Car: kits, built ups, etc. 
since he & his best friend won an ATT (NY Telephone) 3-
legged race in the fall of 1957! Why, because the winner 
was given an AMT 1958 Pontiac model … (Guess what, Dr. 
V’s 
 best friend parents had just purchased a new 1958 
Pontiac! WOW! WOW applies when Dr. V purchased their 
1:1 variant! 
Dr. V elected to pursue obtaining other AMT (who also 
released as them as SMP HT) models…much to his 
eventual wife’s … fill in the blank!   
Speed forward to today… 

Dr. V started out buying (model car kits whose retail was 
$1.39 plus tax. He purchased them for about $1.00 plus 
tax… 
Last year, OLLIES who recently opened stores on LI was 
selling models for $7.98…Today on sale they are at least 
twice that! NOW THAT IS INFLATION! 
Now consider purchasing a model precast model… 
Let’s explore 2 goodies… 
 
One deals with today’s prices 
How could you consider purchasing a vehicle advertised in 
a car auction that turns out to be a ½ scale model Ferrari 
without a drivetrain for over $15000.! Dr. V could 
not…read on… 
https://bringatrailer.com/listing/scale-model-55/ 
Half-Scale Ferrari SF-25 Display Model 
This scale model depicts a Ferrari SF-25 piloted by Lewis 
Hamilton during the 2025 Formula 1 season. The 
fiberglass and carbon-fiber replica wears a red livery with 
a white stripe and features front and rear wings, Pirelli-
branded tires, a cockpit halo, and a multifunction steering 
wheel.  

 
The bodywork is finished in red with sponsor logos from 
brands such as HP, Peroni, and Shell, among others. 
Additional details include a front wing, sculpted side 
pods, a dual-plane rear wing, and a cockpit halo. A 
multifunction steering wheel is stationed in the cockpit. 

 
The tires are decorated in white to resemble Pirelli P Zero 
racing slicks and are mounted on black, flat-face wheels. 
Modeled suspension arms secure the wheels to the 
model. The model has mounting points on its underside. 

https://bringatrailer.com/listing/scale-model-55/


 

It measures about 37 inches wide by 90 inches long and 
weighs 66 pounds. 
 
The other option deals with 1:18 Ferrari 250 GTO, 250 LM, 
and 330 P4 Scale Models by Amalgam Collection for sale 
on BaT Auctions - sold for $7,300 on December 3, 2025 
(Lot #222,193)  
https://bringatrailer.com/listing/scale-models-16/ 
These three 1:18-scale Ferrari models were produced by 
Amalgam Collection in England and depict a 250 GTO, 250 
LM, and 330 P4. Each model measures around 9″ long, is 
constructed of resin, and is finished in red over a detailed 
interior. Details are rendered through a mix of castings, 
photo-etchings, and CNC-machined metal components.  

 
The 250 GTO is a model of chassis 3705GT, which was 
raced by Pierre Noblet and Jean Guichet at the 1962 24 
Hours of Le Mans. A piece of rear trim needs to be re-
glued to this model, and the owner states this can be 
done at request before the models are shipped. 

 
The 250 LM was built after scanning chassis 3987GT, 
which Masten Gregory and Jochen Rindt raced to victory 
in the 1965 running of the 24 Hours of Le Mans. 

 
Chassis 0858 was scanned to create the 330 P4 model, 
depicting the car raced to second position by Ludovico 
Scarfiotti and Mike Parkes in the 24 Hours of Le Mans at 
Circuit de la Sarthe on June 11, 1967 

 
(GEE) A removable plexiglass cover, a display base, and 
the manufacturer’s packaging accompanied each model. 
Over for LIARS Consideration…Next…enjoy our upcoming 
holiday! Merry Christmas Happy Hanukah or whatever… ! 
 
 

 
Then there is… 

https://bringatrailer.com/listing/scale-models-16/


 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Model Mercantile Market 
 
       "Wanted or For Sale" section… 

 
WANTED: Stock wheel and tire for AMT 

’64 Chevrolet Covair annual kit or 
promo.  

 
Contact John Heyer at 

oldie383@gmail.com or his cell phone 

631-575-6923.  
 

 
WANTED: CAR MODEL Magazine May 

1974 issue. Will pay $20 for it in 
excellent condition. 

WANTED: AMT 1969 LINCOLN unbuilt 

kit. Will buy or have many vintage kits 
available for trade. 

 
Contact Gary Weickart at 631-581-

5834 or gweickart@aol.com. 
 

WANTED:  Large diameter wheels, 
tires, and disc brakes from  

Revell/AMT/Tamiya/Aoshima/ect. 
kits. 1/24th and 1/25th scale. () 

WANTED:  Modular and modern motors 
like LS1s, HEMIs, DOHC 5.4 Cobra 

motors, import motors like Toyota 2JZ 
and Nissan Skyline RB. 1/24th and 

1/25th scale. 

WANTED:  Vortech style 
superchargers, blower superchargers 

from 2007/2010 Shelby GT500 and 
Revell Ford Mustang Mach III concept 

car, and turbochargers.  1/24th and 
1/25th scale. 

 
Contact Richard Manri @ 631-589-6876 

or his email picorro93@gmail.com to 
negotiate price or trade for the three 

above. 

 

 
 

See first page for more about “non-
existent scenes” from what was 

supposed to be the November 2025 
mtg. 

 
 

 

 

LIARS Annual (2025) INPUT AND PROFILE 

SHEET: 

Here is your chance to have some input 

into this club without having everyone 

know where it came from.  If you have a 

mailto:oldie383@gmail.com
mailto:gweickart@aol.com
mailto:picorro93@gmail.com


 

suggestion, an idea, or a problem you 

would like to discuss please put it in 

writing on this sheet and it will be 

discussed at the next meeting. Please 

bring your filled out sheet with you, or you 

can email it to your editors email address 

on the first page header. ALL subjects and 

suggestions will be brought up in front of 

the club.  

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO SIGN THIS SHEET. 
________________________________________________

________________________________________________

______________________________________________ 

________________________________________________

______________________

 

LIARS Profile: (name)___________________________(Can be your LIARS nickname or anonymous  panhandle…) 

o How long have you been building models? _______________________________________________________ 

o How long have you been a member of LIARS? ___________________________________________________ 

o What do you usually build? ___________________________________________________________________ 

o Where do you usually build? __________________________________________________________________ 

o How many models do you have? _______________________________________________________________ 

o Have you ever had any failed builds that were scrapped or recycled for other projects? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Have you ever parted out old finished builds and recycled their contents for new projects? 

________________________________________________________ 

 

o How many unbuilt models do you have? ________________________________________________________ 

o What are your favorite 3 models you have built? ________________________________________________ 

o Have you ever won an award for building a model? ______________________________________________ 

o What 3 models should win an all time kit of the (last) century award? _______________________________ 

o What 3 models are so horrible that you would buy them just to protect others from having to build them? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What was the dumbest, most boneheaded mistake you’ve made in the past? (Can be model or general related) 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

o Was there any kit you regretted ever purchasing? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

o What do you drive now? _____________________________________________________________________ 

o Are you bitter about anything? _______________________________________________________________ 

o Are you saving your pennies for something fun to drive? __________________________________________ 

o With an unlimited budget, what 10 full size cars would you have in your garage? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What (if any) person (living or dead) in the 1:1 automotive world would you like to meet? ______________ 

o Do you go to model car shows? ________________________________________________________________ 

o What are your favorite model car shows and why?________________________________________________ 

o Do you have kids & if so, do they share your passion? _____________________________________________ 

o Did you build models with them? ______________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

LIARS Model Car Challenge, 35th 

anniversary, coming November 2026! 

Details and more TBA! 


