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| LEND A HAND AND BRING A CAN!

G SIMODELCIRIBRIELS,

Meeting themes:

fiDiscuss LIARS future planning , X -Mas party, and
2024 show theme 0

ARun what you brung!o

Newsletter Stuff: Club Stuff:

Richard Manri Dominick Gerace
(631) -589 -6876 (631) -834 -4223
picorro93@gmail.com Superbird440@juno.com

(RichArg us® Diner Diorama on display at the
In  memorial of our former leader )

On behalf of my Dad & our family I'd like to thank The L.I.A.R.S. ( Long Island Auto Replica Society ) Model
Car Club

For letting me enter my Dad's Diner Diorama. It was one of his last big builds. He built this from scratch
over many days & nights in his cubby. Hey Joan what do you think of this? Or should | do that? This was
his love. His passion. All the model cars he built | never understood where the patience came from to build
such delicate tiny things. The detail he worked so hard to perfect. | miss seeing him in there_‘tinkering with

his tools and hearing the curse words when something wasn't quite right (patience) =
Aside from the building, he truly loved this club. He took such pride in being your President all those years
and getting the shows up & running. If | ever said Dad we have to go somewhere on a Thursday, well

forget it if it was club night! He had to go to his meeting lol. He would've done it forever had his health not

> L
H/
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gotten in the way. He loved the guys, near & far, who shared his love for this hobby. The shows all over the

East Coast buying more "stuff" “= ...I'd say Dad...Where ya putting all this crap?!" | was quickly informed
it was not crap but treasure 3? All the friendships meant so much to him. Thank you all for being such
wonderful loyal friends to him and to his core group that have kept in touch with me & Mom to check on us.
My Dad was most definitely looking down today and beaming with pride over his win | have NO doubt!
Thank you again for honoring him today. It meant so much to us ‘

_Joan Argus,

BIRSITE PEACE S DIORANA
Noyvewber 21Nl 2023
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(Scenes from October MTG 6Vette warm up

The LONG ISLAND AUTO REPLICA SOCIETY (L.I.LA.R.S.) Model Car Briefs is dedicated
to bringing you the best and most up to date information about o ur great hobby of
model buildin  g.

Wereinour3 2nd year as a Club; | etds hopwinguhespostt | st ay
COVID -19 crisis and that we can all attain some measure of prosperity. Then perhaps
we can build a new Club display in memory of Rich Argu sé

LIARS Web Page http://www.liarsmodelcarbuilders.com/

LIARS Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/people/LIARS -Long -Island -Auto -
Replica -Society -Model -Car -Club/100057442748403/

MCB Contributors:

Richard Manri, Domi ni ck OMcMont eBi IGle.rfaidde , Mu doarady ,gus , Lenny Cromwell, Gary Weickart , Dave
Vehrs , Mike Brennan, Ernie Finamore , Bob Kelly, Murilee Martin  (for Autoweek)
From our LIARS Unofficial Official you guys. As t he ffiome w
of f i c ilveak dilittle nervous! But you

Well, after a long hiatus, another all came together and made the LIARS
LIARS Challenge is finally in the books! look good!

| would personally like to thank Thanksgiving is right around the
everybody who helped out from the corner, so please remember to bring a

cl ub. I c bavd ddané tit without non -perishable food item for the


http://www.liarsmodelcarbuilders.com/
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pantry closet. Also, next month is Toys

for Tots dri ve. So please bring a
wrapped toy and mark it for either a

boy or a girl.

Thank you again to all the members
who helped at the show! See you
Thursday!

If you have an idea or suggestion to

make, please inform our committee

during meetings or contact our board
members via their phones and/or
emails. If there are any issue s at
meetings or regarding other club
matters, please inform us and we will
handle the m to the best of our extent

Your unofficial official,

Domi ni ck 0 Mc Kerace, e O

Relax...
Wl and enjoy this month's
J ]
71 newsletter.

Remember those folks who made a difference
in your life in 202 2 (good or bad) and use the
lessons learned to be a better you. Life is made
up of people, events and decisions. 202 3isa
time to start fresh. So surround yourself with
good people , be active, happy and make
remainder of 202 3 great. Richie.

Some Words from the Editor At Large

aut hor
to assemble the MCB due to work
schedule, upgrading the PC and setup ,
physical submissions taking longer

than usual, and several late ones. Yep,

Your
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hasnot had
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yours truly upgraded his PC rig after 5
years of the competent, but aging
Lenovo M81 SFF setup. Specs of the
new unit:

Custom Lenovo ThinkStation P520
Workstation

Processor:

(370 GHz , Turbo 4.5GHz
Intel Xeon W  -2135 Processor

Memory (RAM):

64GB (4x16GB) DDR4 2133 MHz
PC4 R Memory

Drive 1.

1TB SSD SATA 6GB/s 2.5" Solid
State Drive

Drive 2:

3TB HDD SATA 7.2k 3.5" Hard Drive

M.2 Storage:

256GB M.2 SSD NVMe Drive

Graphics Card:

Nvidia Quadro K2000 2GB GDDR5
(DVI, 2x DisplayPort)

Op erating System:

Windows 10 Professional

) 6 -Core

This  thing is jumbonormous (if
that 6s even aad metailedfqr $3
grand back in 2020 . Yours truly got it
for under $400 from
PCServerandParts! Link for those
interested in getting a cheap referb  PC
or workstation
https://pcserverandparts.com/

The storage and processing power will
help speed up files and getting the
MCBs finished on time!

So this month was our first Model
Car Challenge since 2019 . Jam packed
event, saw several familiar faces and
grabb up, ton f deals and such
(F@?d %(c)h say tng t% 2 -14% sealed Kits,
when the price of a new kit today
exceeds $35!)


https://pcserverandparts.com/
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Entered some builds, not expecting
to win but just the experience and
discuss model cars and
experiences is what makes this event
worth having. Show coverage within
the MCB will be done in two parts, the
last being saved for Dec.

Yours truly splurged on one rare kit

Next MeetiNgvember 18", at 7:30 PM

building
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a fair price This oneds been eygdlack ®hder flares are from a
years considering they go f or stupid Buick GNX , has anyb ody done a
money at the usual places. widebody street Monte Carlo

before????  This ones been an on and

MODEL PRODUCTS

F CRAFT MASTER DS SEALEKIT

Will make for a great custom since

it 6s been decked out
GTs were coupes, and the Convert
t his wer e mad e for

Live Twice, all because Sean Connery
was too tall to fit into the coupe
originally planned ).

WIPs from yours truly:

off project since the beginning of
[REDACTED ], maybe it will be finished
by March after 4 years.

to be
MTG:

Latest builds
finished by the Nov

(hop efully)

anywa

like

196706s Mopgc[]rom@ntpumpers were the
result of receiving kit with de  -chromed

parts. Your author remembers seeing a
Nova like this on the front cover of a
late 19 80s Street Rod mag, anyone
know which one?
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Cowl hood c ame from
custom parts and the green is Tamiya
Clear Orange over Tamiya Light Pearl
Blue.

Maybe your author should delay
progress on the se two for whenever
the LIARS decides to do a two
model/double vision contest theme...
sweet dreams huh ?

For those who havenot

recent MCBs or wish to view past ones,
they can download them here
https://www.liarsmodelcarbuilders.com/
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; i Everyday .
Low Price

sl

-~ jo*

newsletters

If you have a suggestion, an idea, or
article submission you would like to
bring up in the newsletter, please
inform Richard #ARiI chi
his email or at mtgs. Keep in mind that
article  submissions close on the 2nd
Friday of the month, so that MCB
delivery can take pl ace the Saturday
before the meetings

e

If you forward any articles written
by other sources, the original writer
will be credited. Any submissions
and/or input are a valued treasure.

BARGAIN ALERT S

l'tds that ti me
Mart locations are carrying AMT/MPC
model kits.

agatr né

Scenes from the Coram store:

Prices arenot bad, but
. a lot all things considered.. . There
R \ﬁerr]eo repM& "of tome ktdtes having

these on clearance for as low as
$12.95 and those locations included
some AMT 695 Supr as. WO
been nice just for parts and them
sweet 2JZ motors

Yourstruy b ought the | ast
Mustang GT F astback they had on the
bottom. Everyt hi bepd sretooled
from the notchback except the leftover
80s issue parts and that shitty promo
style chassis Considering the price
they charge for these could we at least
get a  retooled frame t hat I

SI@ft!)vgrc tpro%\(f)la‘cl)nversion!

Luckily, there are no limits to
kitbashing , and a 067/ 69 Merc
or 668 GT500 frame wild.l
adequate replacement for more detail.

For those who want replica accurate
factory st oc k, the AMT 1990

GT and Shelby GT500 will also work as

donors.
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Ollies, a discount chain known for
having various Revell and Round 2 kits
in other states, is opening up their first
store on Long Island!

=
¢g§
b

AMERICA'S LAROEST RETAILER OF CLOSEOUT MERCHANDISE AND EXCESS INVENTORY

HEY, FOLKS!

OLLir's

Fo)
2o\
)Y A

{

SELDEN 2o

321 MIDDLE COUNTRY RD. EDNESD/

0
D TO .'. i OR DR RY DA

How many of our guys will grab
whatever goods are there? Knowing
such , p robably all that will be left are
Star Wars snap  -tite ships and Legos.

BUILD SUSGESTION OF THE
MONTH FROM YOUR AUTHOR

If you have an old Russian aircraft
model, a GM/HEMI motor, and some

styrene scratchbuilding skills , maybe

something like the below at the Scenes from the LIARS November
November 5™, 2023 Bald Hill Car Show 2023 display at the Port Jefferson Free
and Swap Meet é Library

Thanks to Dave and Virgil for the
PJ Lib setup and epic rides at
display!




Pg9 Issue # 388 Next MeetiNgvember 16", at 7:30 PM L.ILA.R.S (11/16)




Pg10 Issue # 388 Next MeetiNgvember 16", at 7:30 PM L.ILA.R.S (11/16)




Next MeetiNgvember 18", at 7:30 PM L.ILA.R.S (11/16)

appreciates this sin
nothing!

ce | purchased

Issue # 388

Pg11

Let me start by thanking those that

volunteered & ACTUALLY SUPPORTED
udi ng L

THE JUDGI NG, i ncl
Greg L. who supported Dr.V and the

3rd team (whose members | do not
know for sure)éthe i mp
resultant is that WE DI D
ncluding

THAN AN HOUR! éi
group to select best of
is the way to go in the future.

5) the major delay in processing
show en tries was that entrants could
not fill in the simple entry form as to
what class the model should be enter
into, ASWEL L AS entering THEIR name
on the form in two | ocat
new member (Joe) was a great help
supporting resolutions!

Some Words from Bill Murray/Dr. V

Hi there!
1).| asa qugtlme LIARS member 6) Show Class esrecommend again
was disappointed in how many LIARS delete:

showed up to support the show set up.
[ i n the bl ank
A) The 2 slot classes neither had no

You can fii
NEED to do better next year!)
entries!
As for a 3 window period, LIARS B)
need only an hour éperhaps
Worst case. C) Slammers had one entry
D)
2) Vendor set up support é&nbr M enin
éneeds improvements inclu C) Models In development/ Progress
are the LIARS that volunteered to _ i _
support vs. actually did!! D)This one hurtse vis
recommending their best in
3) Lenny did an outstanding job showéonly had |O ne entr
supportingm  odel entry/interfacing requirement was not publicized!
with the c¢cl ub twitboatanyr er ! é _
support! 7) Clas s sponsors were pathetic!
LIARS ENDED UP UNDERWRITING TOO
MANY! LIARS TRULY needs to develop

4) | was glad that | was able to |
support the LIARS todayél arecovery plan ASAP!
of AChief Judgeodoéalthougl

my lunch break, walk around to see
what was for saleémy w,

8) MAKE and Take turned out to be a
disaster! We had 3 boxes of models
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t hat were not usedéhave
volunteered to store until next

showésame i s

Next MeetiNgvember 18", at 7:30 PM

n Bill (alias Dr.V) Murray

true for
goodies including display easels. Garyos find
(Hammer, John the Artist & | did most I
of the leg work, given others would G
store until the next sho

idea who is doing this!!!)

8) Raffl e.. What
was none!

9) what happ  ened to door prizes
only had one model until | think it was

Ernie that arranged for a few vendors

t o donat e thiganstthe intent
behind the LIARS auction that did not

happen this year?

10) Our lack of advertis ing hurt the

number of entries! .. (Dr.V spin LIARS
spend a lot of funds renting the hall /

purchasing class awards (we had at
least 9 tha t had no entries 1) enough
said for nowe

The best part of the show was
having Joan Argus present the

awardséand having Richos
other members of the family present
for the awards! (Thus Dr.V did not
have to return Richds moc
t he Ar gus fyoumay no@ laugh

or whatever.)

The worst part was that show
photographer cancelled due to another
offer é lesstha n 2 days before the
LIARS show! TOTALLY
UNPROFESSIONAL!

DrVasam ember SHALL NEVER
VIEW HIS PHOTOS IN THE FUTURE!

If you have access to show pics
please route to me for incl usionin a

future update

happenec

AMT 0664
and can
Ford Fairlane is an
is what it is

T Bird
easily

bottom sides.

For those who dare

t ool AMT

MODEL STUFF
By Lenny Cromwell

First off, since this should be the

first newsletter after our show, let me

say thatl  hope our show was
a good one. Hopefully we topped
three hundred models on the tables
and record turnout. After all,
folks have had three years to build
since our last show. Fingers crossed.
Since our last meeting | decided to
step outside of my comfort zon
build a big truck.

More
specifically  the AMT Ford tilt
stake truck in the Coca Cola livery.
Most work trucks look pretty grimy
after a very short while but since
this one is supposed to be a sort of
rolling advertisement for Coca Cola,

of

s

be
acetate promo

with warping on the

, it can serve the
basis for customizing with the modern

058

t
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h e

r e
resto
and

Edsel

e and

-cab
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| figure d it would be kept bright and

s hi
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detail kit of a stock 1972 Ford

ny at all times, so th Torino? Ora1967 or 1968 PI ymouth
building it. Bright red cab, Valiant, or a 1969 or 1970 Plymouth
chrome wheels, and freshly painted Sport Fury?
stakes.
Just my two cents, see you at the
Some folks may say that real trucks meeting.
dondét |l ook I ike this
my response wil|l be t he
little plastic truc k and 1061l I buil ¢ Mike Brennan Spotlight
way | want to.
| have been working on trying to get
my next 3D printed project of a 1965
As | mentioned last month, | built NYC Dept. of Sanitation truck done,
the recent issue of the old Monogram here are some reference  pictures of
1969 GTO. the 1:1 truck
| managed to find
the original one | built over forty
years ago and | 0611 bring
the next meeting so you can see
how they compare and whether or
not thereds been any i mpr
the build quality.
| watch a couple of modeling sites
on the interweb and | get to see the
announcements of all the cool
upcoming kits and, while they are
all appreciated, | wish they would ask
me which kits | would like to see
issued. | know no one is going to
ask my opinion so | will offer it up
unsolicited.
| would most like to see
a kit of a 1965 Olds 442. Wedbve had
kits of every year from 1964 to 1972,
but no 1965. Both AMT and
Revell have chassis that would be
suitable and | candét i magine that they
woul dnét sell a bunch of these.

How about a 1966 through 1968

Pontiac Grand Prix? These have never

been kitted. How about a full
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More to come in later issues é
Until next time,
Mike
Ford GT with Iron Duke Pontiac

- When you're at a model
building party and there's a Ford

GT kit next to a Pontiac Fiero Kkit.

BY MURILEE MARTIN

PUBLISHED: OCT 19, 2023

L.LARR.S (11/16)

Just about every car freak has a bunch of
unbuilt or partially -built scale model kits
knocking around in the garage, and so |
decided to throw a model-building party
with a kit -bash-friendly communal stash of
1:24- and 1:25scale car models. | worked
on my Toyota Estima Police Interceptor
kit and left it stock, while fellow Denver car
writer Andrew Ganz opted to build a
customized version of the 2006 Ford GT
Heritage Edition



https://www.autoweek.com/author/224274/murilee-martin/
https://www.rebelscale.com/techniques/kit-bashing-models/
https://www.autoweek.com/car-life/a1719626/scale-model-kit-week-1-24-scale-toyota-estima-previa-police-van/
https://www.autoweek.com/car-life/a1719626/scale-model-kit-week-1-24-scale-toyota-estima-previa-police-van/
https://www.autotrader.com/author/andrewganz
https://www.autoweek.com/news/a2069536/2006-ford-gt-heritage-livery-edition/
https://www.autoweek.com/news/a2069536/2006-ford-gt-heritage-livery-edition/
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With a dozen or so guests and several dozen
kits and boxes of random kit parts on hand,
some innovative creations were assembled
that day. Someone brought a couple

of Pontiac Fiero kits, each of which offered a
builder the choice between the baselron
Duke 2.5-liter four -cylinder and the 2.8-liter
V6.

Music for this shindig was vinyl -only, of
course, andthe soundtrack from Chevrolet's
1974 promotional efforts proved
inspirational for Mr. Ganz (who is the
keeper of The Monroney Project, an online
museum of junkyard -found Monroney

L.LARR.S (11/16)

window stickers) as he admired the Fiero's
Iron Duke and pondered a proper recipient.

Of course! The Fiero is a mid-engined
Detroittwo-s eat er , as 1 s th
we just happened to havethe Polar Lights
snap-together Ford GT kit on hand.

When you have to build a model kit in a
garage in one afternoon, you can't build
anything very elaborate, nor can you worry

about that last 1% (or even 50%) of build
quality. That's fully in keeping with the
philosophy that led GM to repurpose the
tooling for the Pontiac 301 V8 when

creating a big-displacement four-bangerin a
hurry. It appears that Mr. Ganz felt inspired
by the stripes on the early-second-gen
Pontiac Trans Am to make his own inverse
version using hurriedly applied masking.



https://autoweek.com/article/junkyard-treasures/junkyard-treasure-1985-pontiac-fiero-2m4
https://www.autoweek.com/car-life/a1831486/cut-down-engine-week-gm-iron-duke/
https://www.autoweek.com/car-life/a1831486/cut-down-engine-week-gm-iron-duke/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0tOlLskqtoU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0tOlLskqtoU
https://www.instagram.com/monroneyproject/?hl=en
https://www.britmodeller.com/forums/index.php?/topic/235118662-polar-lights-ford-gt-2006/
https://www.britmodeller.com/forums/index.php?/topic/235118662-polar-lights-ford-gt-2006/
https://www.autoweek.com/car-life/diy/a1847921/because-world-lacks-properly-hooptie-ized-scale-model-cars/
https://www.autoweek.com/car-life/a1831486/cut-down-engine-week-gm-iron-duke/
https://oldcarbrochures.org/United%20States/Pontiac-Firebird/1970-Pontiac-Firebird/1970%20Pontiac%20Firebird%20Brochure/slides/1970_Pontiac_Firebird-16-17.html
https://oldcarbrochures.org/United%20States/Pontiac-Firebird/1970-Pontiac-Firebird/1970%20Pontiac%20Firebird%20Brochure/slides/1970_Pontiac_Firebird-16-17.html
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The crooked license plate was an
appropriately Duke -ish touch.

It took me another couple of model-building
parties to finish the Estima Police
Interceptor kit (which now lives on a
bookshelf in my office), and now | wish I'd
swapped a Funny Car Hemi into it.

Rather than mount the Duke transversely
(as in the Fiero), Mr. Ganz chose to give it
longitudinal mounting, much like the
arrangement in the Duked Chevy

Camaro but in the rear of the car. It looks
mean under glass, and the Duke's high
double-digit horsepower would have moved
the 3485-pound GT well enough to reach
highway speed, eventually.

*k*%k

The meanest Nissan Cedric
imaginable, in 1:24 scale

There was much admiration from the other
model-builders at the party when this kit
was finished hours before the glue-together
kits the rest of us foolishly chose.

BY MURILEE MARTIN

PUBLISHED: JUN 7, 2017


http://autoweek.com/article/junkyard-treasures/yes-slowest-camaro-ever-sold
http://autoweek.com/article/junkyard-treasures/yes-slowest-camaro-ever-sold
https://www.autoweek.com/car-life/a2132911/quick-tour-police-vehicles-japan/
https://www.autoweek.com/car-life/a2132911/quick-tour-police-vehicles-japan/
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DESTROVER

T E——— S TS

After the success ofthe second Mad Max
film in 1981 (known as either "Mad Max 2"
or "The Road Warrior" depending on
location), Japanese scalemodel

company Fujimi_issued a series of 1/24scale
plastic kits inspired by the punk -outfits -and-
hooptie-cars-in-the-wasteland aesthetic of
the film. The "Mad Police" series as these
kits were known, comprised four heavily -
armed machines, each based on a 1970s or
1980s Japanese or American car and each
equipped with 1/24 -scale Armageddon
warriors in gnarly -looking armor (for the
men) or cleavage-heavy bondage outfits (for
the women).

M—B5 MR DAR A1 T
W6
Construction of M-85

MAD “
FﬂLIﬁE

DESTRUYER

pr Nower  EXE

EHORREL—7
?: S5 (. ARE ARBORENE

ot m! b A=t SHPOWEN
RSz RAN S T E =

*<br:15iﬁt:ﬁﬁh(k‘5\
CAETOSAL | RMMME S CZATTR
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MAD POLICE STORV 4
wNHOHS |
2 masic

L) ELETEEPANUOLALYSLS
*Read the following well be(oj
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Supercharger (of course) and heavy machine
gun (of course).

The Destroyer was based on theifth -
generation (1979-1983) Nissan

Cedric sedan, a car not available in North
America. Unbuilt Mad Police kits in good
shape sell for quite a bit, so you'll have to
shell out $158.00 plus shipping if you

want this unbuilt Mad Police Destroyer . We
say it's worth it, because it makes most of
the cars in "Mad Max 2" seemweak.

*k*

And now, some hot rodding
article reads provided by Bob
Kelly

e T

- GOODBYE FLAG
HELLD [HRISTM%'{REE

As nms(h /vmanonne«
famillar gyrations of an enthusiastic flag-waving tary oo o € 1963 NHRA
fours of different colored i h astc ag-vavig wo«e,m N odd-looking pote

Yhemz of the ori u

'““r inMaryland. T
(s Wik, ay taryland. The name of v&m
atcordng tothe o Compan, Dag-Tronics appeared
ing Smtembernbz or-‘n 2 equipment when

| ssueof HOT ROD, the new star tarting atindy, n it was set

System was the brainchid of NHRA,
m S
OrectorEdaton i s P1ET0er 1963 mention

| Enmmm
| andwasassembled byLs LewBond,
|

“The “ghy
i Nati mlsm " explained that the light at

BVD
REW NARDIN PHDTO’WAPHV HDT POD AR[HWES

10 HOTRODCOW/2023/NOVEMBER/


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mad_Max_2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mad_Max_2
http://www.fujimimokei.com/
http://www.modelcarsmag.com/forums/topic/69398-fujimi-mad-police-model-kits-post-apocalyptic-police/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nissan_Cedric#Fifth_generation_430
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nissan_Cedric#Fifth_generation_430
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nissan_Cedric#Fifth_generation_430
http://www.ebay.com/itm/MAD-POLICE-DESTROYER-MAD-SCALE-MODEL-KIT-FUJINI-JAPAN-MADMAX-/262882028447
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://www.autoweek.com/car-life/a1822961/scale-model-kit-week-mad-police-destroyer/&description=Autoweek&media=https://hips.hearstapps.com/autoweek/assets/s3fs-public/MadPolice1.jpg?resize=1600:*
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://www.autoweek.com/car-life/a1822961/scale-model-kit-week-mad-police-destroyer/&description=Autoweek&media=https://hips.hearstapps.com/autoweek/assets/s3fs-public/MadPolice5.jpg?resize=1600:*
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STARTING SYSTEM

DRAG -TRONICS
=

‘hanging in your garage?

years honing thek abilty toreadthe  intothe Top Eliminator fina, facng

flagmen. signsof the

imminent lag wave. Vodniin the Hirata-Hobos rai. HAM
(One racer who didn't ove recalled the final this way: "As the

Christmas Tree at Don

team,
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Thebeginnings of the automotive aftermarket rimindustry

Phe Courts Grant Bitener,

% E sy,
Story by Doug Boyce with Terry Denomme Doug Boyce Collection

the expression, a proper set of wheels sure makes the

ride. One of the first changes most auto afficionados
make when buying a new or used car is to bolt on a set of
custom wheels. It’s been that way since the aftermarket
wheel first became available almost 70 years ago, though
you could say the first custom wheel was created almost
immediately after the wheel was invented

We don't know what it looked like but in the centuries

since even wagons had custom wheels, either because
they were painted a certain way or designed to be unique.
When the first gas-powered cars started to travel North
American roads the wooden spoke/metal outer rim wheel
was pretty much the standard by 1920, followed by the
metal multi-spoke wheel. It's no surprise that early gear-
heads and racers were not satisfied with stock wheels. For
starters they’d have a stock wheel modified by either
widening it to fit a bigger tire, changing the offset or
strengthening it for the rigors of competition abuse. Next
came making wheels lighter, maybe even cutting holes in

It's been said the suit makes the man and to paraphrase

MAG WHEELS

BY AMERICAN RACING EQUIPMENT

Ameriean magnesium

oels are used by
more rvecord-holding
drag racers than any

Wheel: Al\n" super-strong de- Rear Wheels
A A & to 10" wide
Sold Through Leading Speed Shops
Write for Free Literature
AMERICAN RACING EQUIPMENT
681 Florida St. » San Francisco, Cal. « ATwater 2-2202

which were popping up across Canada and the

steel rims to create windows for brak ling air to flow
through.
Ted Halibrand is credited with the first cus-

tom wheel, having done so way back in 1946. Made of
magnesium, see photos at the top of this page, Hali-
brand’s knock-off rims were designed for off-road compe-
tition use and were sold to oval track racers as a means of
shedding weight and adding strength over the original
equipment manufactured wire or by the '40s, stamped
steel wheels that were in use at the time. For Halibrand,
success came instantly. Every Indy 500 winner from 1946
through 1963 rode on his “mag wheels” a term that going
forward would eventually be used to describe any auto-
motive aftermarket wheel regardless of the material used
to make it

In 1955, Halibrand expanded his line of wheels by
adding variations of slotted rims, which became the
wheel to use on land speed courses as well as on

2% www.canadianhotrods.com

US. Of course some likely made their way onto street
cars.

Around this time the chrome reversed, stamped steel
wheel was a very popular hot rod item but in the late
1950s Romeo Palamides, a drag racing enthusiast, famed
chassis builder and founder of American Racing Equip-
ment decided to jump into the aftermarket wheel busi
ness. Palamides and working partner Jim Ellison initially
designed and produced a race-only 12 spoke spindle
mount front wheel and a slotted rear wheel measuring up
to 10 inches in width.

On the street, 1950s customs, as cool as they were with
their eye-popping paint, dropped suspensions, and spin-
ner caps, would give way to cars in the 1960s that were in-
fluenced by drag racing. A jacked suspension, painted or
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SONSOrshp beginning n 1967 and the deal wouk st o 1972. s questionabie as to whether he Keyskone Kiassc ever fooked any better then on a Sax & Marsi car,

ucing Ihs '67 Plymouth GTX.

| THE QRE@ENAL
BADER WHEELS

y look
ance of finest quality
and dessiopment

chrome plated OEM rims, or any combination of the two
was the look of a real street brawler as the decade began.
For those with the dough in 1961 there was a 5spoke, sin-
gle rib wheel freshly designed by Dick Rader and pro-
duced under the Wheel Corp of America name. (Rader
actually partnered with Mickey Thompson to form Wheel
Corp). Dubbed DBR-100 this wheel — which was available
in a polished or satin finish— is said to be the first after-
market wheel designed specifically for street application.
By 1962 Rader was producing 15 different styles of both
aluminum and steel rims. Halibrand, Palamides and
Rader it the fuse and very soon the aftermarket wheel in-

By 1963 soon-to-be-iconic companies such as Ansen,
E.T., Keystone, Cragar, and seemingly a gazillion other
lesser-known brands arrived on the scene. True icons
never die and today a number of wheels introduced dur.
ing this period are still being produced, including the
American Racing Torq-Thrust, Keystone’s Kustomag 5-
spoke wheel and perhaps the most ubiquitous aftermar-
ket wheel of all time.....the Cragar S/S (Super Sport).

Roy Ritcher's Cragar Equipment Company scored a real
winner with the often-imitated S/S rim. Unlike the earlier
formed magnesium wheels, the chrome-plated 5 spoke
Cragar was formed by mating aluminum inner spokes
with a steel outer rim. Available in various sizes, by the
mid-1970s more vehicles were equipped with the
wheel than any other af-
termarket brand. And no
wonder, they looked
great on everything,
from custom vans, and
street rods, to VW Bugs.

By the 1970 the cus
tom wheel market was

dustry exploded.

KUSTOMAG
15 BOSS, MAN

THIS IS THE

[CRAGAR Wheel worked with De-
RERIE  troit auto manufacturers

saturated. Emerging
brands included: Rocket,
Superior, Appliance, and
Motor Wheel. Motor

as far back as the 1930s
but began producing af-
termarket wheels at the
tail end of the 1960s.
‘Their unique Spyder wheel was offered in a steel, alu-

minum hybrid version for the street and a magnesium
track only unit. In 1973 their

whicl

wiww canadianhotrods.com

spoke Fly's and flat faced,
welded Fleas showed up on many drag cars. Motor Wheel,
was owned by Goodyear Tire stopped producing af

1

termarket wheels after 1975

In 1970 Cragar and Centerline introduced flat faced alu-
minum rims which really shook up the aftermarket wheel
industry. The initial Cragar's were spun experimental
copies given to a few select racers and were bolted to-
gether. Beyond these initial Cragar’s, both brands were
held together with rivets and consisted of three key parts:
the inner and outer rim halves and the center flange. The
Cragar’s would become readily available in mid-1971 la-
belled as Super Tricks. A steel Super Street version of the
wheel would come to market in the later 1970s.

wwwcanadianhotrods.com

was the go to for  long time.
Strong, light, and

The Gapp & Roush Tikians Tax! Pro Stock Meverick wore Motor
Whee Flyfrontboo's. Motor Whee! iso manuachred a windom-
Jess aluminum race whes! called the Fiea. At ower lof, Bil Grumpy
Jankins made use of Cragars frst set of spun akuminu rims in
1870, Miimal Unsprung weight was the saling poin, Within s cou-
Pl yaars every serious drag car would Use these whee's.

The Super Trick would often be confused by the novice
with Ray Lipper’s Center Line-produced Auto Drag. The
forged Auto Drag was advertised as being lighter and
stronger than any current race specific wheel available.
Lipper’s later designs, the Telstar 5-spoke, and Convo Pro
proved to be equally as popular.

Like the Super Trick, the Auto Drag design came to the
street in the late 1970s. Both caught on when the Pro
Street movement, street cars featuring fat tire/tube chas-
sis style of 1970s era Pro Stocks, became all the rage in
the early '80s.

The Anatomy

i
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and Nissan Skyline RB. 1/24 " and
1/25 " scale.

WANTED : Vortech style

superchargers, bl ower superchargers
from 2007/2010 Shelby GT500 and
Revell Ford Mustang Mach Il concept
car, and turbochargers. 1/24 th
1/25 " scale.

and

Contact Rich ard Manri @ 631 -589 -6876
or his email picorro93@gmail.com to
negotiate price or trade for the three

above.

‘The 1958 Pontiac of Rar Fenton Sharks

‘The Shark series rims were manufacured between 1 assm |9 o Aron Fenton: s

oaywoummam |avar4ryo¢ ims through the early 1980s. The '69 Nova of l&adw
t se«ous(BTD l'e!hsemak fo CagaSmp

Superlitell th
Nov 11 Model Car Challenge 2023

pics
(part 1)

Bead lock rims in sizes up to 17 inches in width are the On the street, old school designs still hold favor, but the
only way to go when it comes to today’s professional cate-  14” and 15” diameter wheels of yesterday seem to be giv-
gory drag wheel. Leading the way are Weld, RC Compo- ing way to 17" and up size wheels. New technology and
nents, and Race Star. Like Halibrand, Palamides, and materials also mean today we are seeing more one-off,
Lipper before him, Greg Weld, a former USAC champi- CNC or even 3D produced rims.
onship driver couldn’t find the right combination of While wheel sizes have ballooned so too has the market

strength and performance in the wheels that were avail- which has a valuation of $1.4 billion a year. Changing
able, 0 in 1970 he decided to go into business making his tastes mean the custom wheel market will never stagnate

own. Weld wheels, made of high-grade aluminum were but one thing remains true — the right wheels give a car
initially similar in design to the Super Trick and Auto soul. Get it wrong and the entire esthetic dies.

Drag. A five spoke, as well as a hole punched design The old classics can still look good on any car, but today
would follow. Today, Weld Wheels come in sizes and styles there is a mind-boggling amount of wheel options to

for every application imaginable. choose from. Choose wisely my friends.
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Model Mercantile Market

"Wanted or For Sal e" s e

WANTED : Rear bumper for 1963 AMT
Falcon.

WANTED : CAR MODEL Magazine May
1974 issue. Will pay $20 for it in
excellent condition.

WANTED : AMT 1969 LINCOLN unbuilt
kit. Will buy or have

many vintage kits available for trade.

Contact Gary Weickart at 631 -581 -
5834 or gweickart@aol.com

WANTED : Large diameter wheels,
tires, and disc brakes from
RevelllAMT/Tamiya/Aoshima/ect.

kits. /24 ™ and 1/25 ™ scale.
WANTED : Modular and modern motors
like LS1s, HEMIs, DOHC 5.4 Cobra
motors, import motors like Toyota 2JZ
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